
SACRED HEART CHURCH www.sacredhearterie.org ERIE, PA 

 Thank you so much to everyone 

who offered such kind words of support 

to me after last Sunday’s homily.  I 

really wanted to share with you my 

thoughts, as well as those of my 

ordination classmates, about our feelings on our priesthood; and, 

most especially, what this sexual abuse crisis has done to us:  the 

loyal and dedicated “parish priest” or “teacher” or “Chancery 

minister”.  We feel like a “victim” in this whole mess, because 

of what so many members of the national media has done to give 

their opinions on it … how they feel that celibacy is the problem 

and the cause, when celibacy has NOTHING to do with it!!  The 

sad realities is that 40-60% of all sexual abuse of children is 

done by someone within the family; most commonly, a married 

man.  The Erie Police Department investigates anywhere from 

300-400 accusations of sexual abuse of children or teenagers 

every year.  It’s just that, when it comes to accusations against 

the Catholic Church, it hits the front page.  And, what is so 

unfortunate, is that the amount of false accusations never get 

mentioned.  I have a priest friend at St. Mary’s Abbey in 

Morristown, New Jersey, who I met through my classmate, Fr. 

Benedict Worry, O.S.B.  This priest-friend was falsely accused, 

and I read about it on the front page of USAToday!!!  I was on an 

airplane at the time, and I soon as I landed, I called Benedict.  He 

told me that our friend had been falsely accused.  He was 

immediately removed from ministry for over 6 months … his 

name splashed on all the New Jersey newspapers, and national 

ones, as well ... and the teenage girl who accused him finally 

admitted that he didn’t do anything to her.  She was just mad at 

him, because as her teacher, he had to discipline her for 

something.  Our friend’s reputation was ruined for a long, long 

time over it.  But, you would never hear about this on the news.  

So, thanks for all your kindness and support.  The Church has 

weathered through worse things than this in 2,000 years.  The 

Diocese of Erie has a wonderful fraternity of priests, and we are 

honored and proud to give of our lives to our God and to His 

people. 

 Congratulations to all of our First Communicants, who will 

be receiving the very presence of Jesus in the Eucharist for the 

first time!  This weekend begins a wonderful journey of being 

nourished by the presence of Jesus.  It is certainly the hope and 

prayer of all of the people of Sacred Heart that their parents will 

truly be inspired by the young faith of their children, and truly 

help their kids foster an active and deep faith in the Word and 

Eucharist.  Let us all offer our prayers for our young people and 

their families, that they will always hold the presence of Christ 

in Eucharist so close to their hearts. 

 Thank you so much to anyone who joined us or helped with 

our “Knight Out” last Saturday evening.  It turned out to be a 

great evening, and a lot of people had a wonderful time.  All of 

the proceeds will help the Knights of Columbus in their efforts to 

help the parish in all the things that we do; especially, in their 

help with our Youth Ministry. 

 May is the “Month of the Blessed Mother”, a special time to 

give prayer and honor to Mary.  Please know that you are invited 

to join the Knights each Sunday morning at 8:45 to pray the 

Rosary.  You are always welcome to come … in May … and, 

throughout the whole year! 

 Have a great week! 

 Fr. D. 

  

 WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT: 

 Apr. 25, 2010 Apr. 26, 2009 

Repairs & Improvements $48.00 $135.00 

Religious Retirement $1,767.71 $5.00 

Sacrificial Giving $4,929.67 $5,382.32 

Amount Needed $7,250.00  

Over/(Short) ($2,320.33)  

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 661 families of the 

parish, 273 envelopes (42%) were used, with an average 

Sacrificial Giving donation of $18.06. Your parish depends on 

you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice. 

 Congratulations to the children who celebrated their First 

Eucharist this Sunday at the 11:30 Mass. 

 

 Mathew Vincent Ahrens      Troy Christopher Lata 

 James Joseph Colvin       Hallee Mack 

 Gabriella Comi        Jonathan David Mann 

 Joseph T. Drexler       Christopher Alan Mooneyhan 

 Anthony Sheridan Grack      Natalya Rose Myers 

 Mikayla Elizabeth Hricz      Gino Michael Romeo 

 Kendra Kaye Irons       Evan Matthew Selker 

 Griffin Anthony Johnson      Emily Rose Stevens 

 Zacharey Kehl              Gianna Patrice Talarico 

 Nichole Marie Lamp       Thomas James Twohig II 

 Emilee Rose Landis       Savannah Marie Wilson 

  

 May they continue to grow in their relationship with Jesus 

and celebrate often this beautiful gift that Jesus’ offers all of us of 

his own Body and  Blood. 

   

 Welcome to the new members of our 

parish family: Nicholas Buettner and Sarah 

Chrapowicz; Dr. James and Carlie Gade; 

Gerard Hackett; Nicole and Arin Henning; 

Lynn and James Johnson and daughters, Nicole and Holly; Gary 

Kilgore; Paula and George Lyons; Kathleen and Matthew 

Malinowski; Phyllis Mandeville, Joseph Perino and daughters, 

Savannah and Annabella; Eileen and Ricardo Perino; Melisa and 

Gregory Pietras and daughter, Morgan; Kim and Terence 

Rainbow; and Barbara Skala.   

 

 Attention First Communion Families - A City

-Wide First Communion Celebration will be held on 

Sunday, May 16th at 11:00AM at St. Peter 

Cathedral at 10th and Sassafras Streets. First 

Communicants are to arrive by 10:45AM at the front 

of the Cathedral to join in the procession.  Ushers will direct the 

children from there.  Children will then sit with their families for 

the Liturgy.  This City-Wide First Communion Celebration will 

enable the First Communicants from other Erie Parishes to 

celebrate their First Communion at the Mother-Church for the 

Diocese of Erie.  Please wear your First Communion Attire.  

Following the Liturgy, the First Communion children will 

assemble for a group picture and remembrance card.  For more 

information, please call Karen Hund at 452-4276.  

 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 2, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 3rd - St. Philip and St. James 

 8:30 - Lawrence Quinn - Family 

Tuesday, May 4th 

 8:30 - Thomas Karle, Jr. - Family 

Wednesday, May 5th  

 8:30 - Eleonore Lacey - Mary Krzezsewski 

Thursday, May 6th 

 8:30  - Communion Servicec 

Friday, May 7th - First Friday 

 8:30 - Francesco Scavella - Family 

Saturday, May 8th - First Saturday 

 4:30 - Michael and Margaret Bukowski - Family 

Sunday, May 9th - The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 9:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish 

 11:30 - Irene and Hubert Pesch - Velma Brasington 

 

Priest Schedule for May 8th and 9th 

Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch 

Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch 

 

 The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of ÀGrace 

Marchant by Anna and Harry West. 

 

 The Altar Bread and Wine is given in memory of  ÀFrank 

Simonelli by Eleanor Italia. 

 

Scripture Readings for Next Week 

Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29   Revelation 21: 10-14, 22-23   John 14: 23-29 

 St. Paulôs Italian Night will take place on Saturday, May 

22nd at the St. Paul Canter, 453 West 16th Street.  

Entertainment will be provided by Bobby Remp.  

Expect great food, a Chinese auction, cash bar and 

more.  Tickets are $35 per person.  For 

reservations, call Ann DiVecchio at 825-7288.  

Tickets can be purchased at the Dancewear Center, 38th and 

Liberty Streets. 

 

Please remember in your prayers our departed: 

ÀThomas McConnell, Jr., grandson of Peg McConnell; 

ÀSandy Petruso, brother of Sam Petruso; and 

ÀGerald Yeager. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi. 

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room. 

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church. 

Thursday - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00-9:00PM in the audi. 

Friday - Church Cleaning Team #2 (Marilyn Sharp’s team) is 

scheduled for Friday, May 7th. 

Sunday - Coffee and Donuts will be served in the audi 

following the Morning Masses.  Our host for this month is the 

members of the Golden Hearts.   

 

 YOUTH GROUP NEWS - Love:   Jesus 

gives us one commandment in todayôs Gospel.  

The Greeks had four words that they used for love.   

 Storge:  Affectionate love.  This word was 

used to describe love for food or to sarcastically 

support the reigning dignitary. 

 Philia:   Friendship love.  This was used to describe love of 

friends and family. 

 Eros:  Passionate love.  The type of love between spouses. 

 Agape:  True love.  This word was used throughout the new 

Testament to explain sacrificial love; the type of love we have 

for God. 

 The term Love can mean different things to each of us.  

Always remember the TRUE LOVE.  Peace.  Jesse 

 

BIG GIVEAWAY NEWS 

 While we continue to lag behind last year’s reported ticket 

sales as of a comparable date, many of our Sellers who sell 

significant numbers of tickets have yet to make their returns.  

Having said that, we ask that all Sellers who have yet to make 

returns of their ticket sales, please do so ASAP.  Already, one 

full month of our current Big Giveaway year is now behind us. 

 The next Big Giveaway turn-in will be on Tuesday, May 

4th from 7:00 to 8:00PM, in the Auditorium.  Any Sellers who 

are unable to make their returns at that time are asked to call Jim 

Nuber at 864-9838, and he will make arrangements to connect 

with you in order to turn in those ticket sales on Tuesday 

evening. 

 

 Mother to Mother volunteers are needed to 

empower single mothers with parenting skills, life 

skills and emotional support.  Volunteer training is 

available at your convenience.  If you have  1-2 hours 

per week to enter a one-on-one, supportive relationship with a 

single mom, please call Laurel Stidham at Family Services at 

866-4584. 

 ñShe helps keep me in an upward motion.  She enables me 

to believe that my life will be beyond what my circumstances are 

now.  My volunteer is a fabulous friend.ò - a Mother-to-Mother 

client.  

 

 Members of the Knights of Columbus will 

pray the Rosary Sunday mornings at 8:45AM in 

the Reservation Chapel, behind the statue of the 

Sacred Heart statue.  Please join them! 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 

Diocesan Goal:  $48,000  

Parish Goal:  $100,000  

Pledged to Date:  $97,995 
205% of Diocesan Goal 

98% of Parish Goal 

281 contributors = 43% of Parish 



 TO THE WOMEN OF SACRED HEART PARISH 

 The Sacred Heart Altar Society, as we know it today, has been serving the parish for more than 83 years.  

There were other women’s groups before this, but in 1926 the “Sacred Heart Altar Society” was officially set into 

motion, and we haven’t given up yet! 

 May is the month we officially welcome new members, and on Wednesday, May 12th, at 6:00PM, the evening 

will begin with Mass celebrated by the Very Reverend John Detisch. During this Mass we will light candles for 

those members who have gone to their eternal reward, and new members will be inducted.  The board will met before Mass at 5:15PM.  

The Food Pantry will gladly accept your donations of canned fruit in May.   

 A light sit down supper will be served.  Present day members are waiting to welcome you into our circle of friendship. 

 We meet the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM for about 2 hours to pray the rosary, discuss old business and plan fund 

raisers like the Spaghetti Dinner and the Rummage Sale.  We have a picnic in August and a Christmas Party.  There are no meetings in 

July, August and December. 

 Every once and a while we enjoy a good speaker or some lively entertainment.  The meeting comes to a close with a light snack, 

friendly chit-chat, and laughter. 

 The Ladies of the Altar Society  extend a warm and friendly invitation to all women of the parish who are at least 18 years old to 

consider joining our productive group.  It’s a wonderful way to serve God and have fun at the same time.  Anyone wishing to join should 

call Kathy at 459-3685 by May 5th. 

 The dates for the Rummage Sale are June 17th, 18th and 19th.  Circle these dates on your calendar and 

remember us when you do your spring cleaning.  (NO large appliances or furniture).  Keep saving those paper bags 

for the Rummage Sale.  Thanks for all your efforts to make the Rummage Sale a success. 

 

   Annual Motherôs Day Carnation Project - Mother’s Day carnations provided by People for Life will be available 

after Mass next weekend.  Celebrate Mother’s Day and bring a colorful carnation home for that special mom in your life.  

Your donation of $1 or $5 for six will help support local pro-life educational efforts. 

 

 PLEASE DONATE TO THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETYôS Relay for Life which will be held at General 

McLane School on May 15th and 16th.  James Fleming is asking for your generous donations to help raise awareness for 

cancer.  Your check should be made out to the American Cancer Society and given to Judy Fleming at the rectory.  

  You may also donate by buying a luminary for $10.  The luminaries are hand decorated bags and they can be in 

memory of or in honor of a loved one.  If you know anyone who is battling cancer, these are great ways to honor them or to keep 

someone in your heart.  The luminaries will be lit on Saturday, May 15th at the General McLane High School track.  Please come and 

walk the track to support others and celebrate the survivors, and remember the ones who have died of cancer. 

 Also you may purchase a handmade lanyard, an eyeglass holder or a key chain for $5.00—$10.00.  You can have your name, place 

of business or favorite saying on it in beads.  Pray for the Cancer survivors and the ones who died! 

 

 HOOKED ON BOOKS! needs readers for its summer program at the Neighborhood Art House.  Readers are asked to 

register by individual weeks.  Week 1 - June 28-July 2, Week 2 - July 6-9, Week 3 - July 12-16, Week 4 - July 19-23; and 

Week 5 - July 26-29.  Please register online at www.hoberie.org or phone the Hooked on Books! Office at 871-7422 for more 

information.    

REFUGEES STRUGGLE IN ERIE!   

 FACT:  Refugees must leave their home country or face cultural, economic or religious persecution and/or death.  If 

they are fortunate, they are resettled in a foreign country, like Erie.  But, after only a few short months many refugee 

family’s modest benefits must cease.  Many are left without the means to sustain housing and other critical necessities.  It 

seems like everything is just harder for refugees! 

 SITUATION:  Refugees must find work!  If only one family member could find a minimum wage job, the acute 

economic pressue on the family would be relieved. Panic would be eased and life would be bearable. 

 HOW YOU CAN HELP:   Can you suggest where a refugee might find a job?  Any job is needed now.  It can be full or part time, 

any shift, any day, temporary or seasonal.  No honest work is beneath our dignity when survival is the goal.  Can you think with us?  

This is an open invitation for you to contact me with any job lead idea or possibility that can help us help them.  If just one refugee 

member could find one job, the family could be stabilized!   

 Please  contact  me  with  any  job  thought.  I and they will be grateful!  You can RSVP to this message by calling 897-8327 or 

528-3623, or to jbrophy@cccas.org. 

 

  Blessed Sacrament Theater Companyôs Production of Disneyôs BEAUTY and the BEAST will be presented 

on Thursday, May 6th and Friday, May 7th at 1:15PM; Friday, May 7th at 6:30PM; and Saturday, May 8th at 

6:30PM at Blessed Sacrament School’s Geiger Hall, 1626 West 26th Street.  Tickets are $6.00 for adults and Students and 

Senior Citizens are $4.00.    

 

 A Family Perspective - The gospel challenges us to see one another through the eyes of love, because time is indeed 

short on this earth.  In a Christian family, we are accepted and cherished for who we are and who we can become.  This how 

God is glorified; because in loving, we all become Christ’s disciples. 


