SACRED HEART CHURCH

www.sacredhearterie.org

ERIE, PA

Welcome to the holiest week of the
year! These next seven days are so
much more important than Christmas,
summertime, or any other celebration
throughout the whole year. This is Holy
Week. We spend these days trying to focus completely on those
final days in the life of Our Lord. May each of us do everything
we can to keep these days sacred . . . “Holy”. Each day, this
week, there should truly be time of prayer with the family. It
would be wonderful if each and every day, maybe before dinner
or bedtime, the family gathers together to read a passage from
Scripture about the final days of the Lord. Sunday would be a
great time to focus on His Triumphant entry into Jerusalem.
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, we could reflect on those
precious moments of his final teachings in the Temple area.
Certainly on Holy Thursday, the family could reflect on passages
on the Last Supper. Certainly, on Good Friday, it would bring
such sacredness to the day if the family reflected on the Passion.
Holy Saturday could be a time of private prayer, and maybe a
conversation with each other on what the Apostles must have
been dealing with while hiding in the locked room the day after
Jesus died. This entire week could truly be different if we
celebrate its holiness. I would certainly encourage every family
to come together for all of the celebrations. Remember, Lent
ends at the beginning of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy
Thursday. When that Mass begins, then so does “The Triduum”:
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday . . . days that are
NOT part of Lent. The whole week ends with the great and
glorious celebration of the Easter Vigil, the most sacred Mass of
the year! Yes, it goes on for about 2 hours. But, it is so
beautiful! Please remember, however, that the Easter Vigil
begins at 8:30 p.m., as directed by Bishop Trautman, so that all
the parishes celebrate the greatest feast of the year near the same
time, with the darkness outside.

The Easter Candle this year was donated again by some very
loyal parishioners in honor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. We
truly thank them for their generosity. May each of us say a
prayer to the Blessed Mother for the intentions of these good
people and their family.

Thank you so much to the Altar Society, and their legions of
help to make the 57™ Spaghetti Dinner the great success that it
was. If I am not mistaken, we served 1,498 dinners, close to 100
more than last year! So many people helped. So many people
gave a lot of their time. So many people came and enjoyed the
best spaghetti in town! Thanks so much to everyone! And a
special thank you to State Representatives Pat Harkins and Flo
Fabrizio for taking care of the wine for us.

It was a difficult week for the priests of the Erie Diocese last
week. On Monday, we celebrated the funeral of Fr. Dan Dymski
at Holy Cross in Fairview. I had written about Fr. Dan last
week. Just before his funeral, we learned of the deaths of Msgr.
John Dollinger and Msgr. Lou Heberlein, who both died on
Monday. Fr. Dollinger was Headmaster of Cathedral Prep
during my years there, and we had been good friends for all of
this time. It was so ironic that Fr. Dollinger had died on the 30"
anniversary of our State basketball championship, for he was our
biggest fan! Msgr. Heberlein was Pastor of St. Tobias in
Brockway for many, many years before he retired in the ‘90’s. 1
had not seen him in years, but I will always remember how kind
he was to me. To have 3 funerals of brother priests in the same
week can be very tough on us. But, at the end of each funeral,

Bishop Trautman concluded with a prayer that God will send us
a “new shepherd” that will also lead us in faith as these good
priests have done. May we all offer that prayer.

This is the holiest week of the year. May we all truly try to
put everything else in our lives aside, and spend this week in
prayer and worship. And, may we make that 3-hour period on
Good Friday ... from noon until 3:00 ... a quiet and sacred time.
And, may we teach our young people to truly honor that time,
where we should all refrain from music, or television, or sports,
or most activities, and allow that time to be a time of somber
reflection. Jesus hung on the cross for us during those hours.
May we honor that with great respect and quiet prayer and
worship. Then, let us give great praise at the Easter Vigil that
new life has come!

Have a very blessed Holy Week.  Fr. D.

WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT:

Mar. 21,2010 | Mar. 22,2009
Repairs & Improvements $116.00 $91.00
Easter Flowers $1,900.01 $418.00
Sacrificial Giving $7,114.39.00 $6,027.39
Amount Needed $7,250.00
Over/(Short) ($135.61)

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 650 families of the
parish, 341 envelopes (53%) were used, with an average
Sacrificial Giving donation of $20.87. Your parish depends on
you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice.

PARISH PENANCE SERVICE - Our
Parish Penance Service will be this evening
Sunday, March 28th, at 7:00PM in
church. We will have priests available for
confession until all are heard. All are welcome.

ANNUAL SPRING CLEANING OF THE CHURCH

Saturday, April 17th Cleaning Teams 5, 8 and
9, led by the Mittelmeiers, Rossis and Malones will
participate in a Spring Cleaning of the Church.

We will need additional men and women to help
with this annual cleaning. Please join us on April
17th at 8:00am. Please bring a bucket and a cloth. With enough help,
we will be able to finish by noon. If you have any questions, please call
Rebecca Flynn at the rectory, 456-6256, ext. 110.

**If you are a high school student or Confirmation candidate in
need of service hours, this is an excellent opportunity!

|CHURCH
CLEANING

Sharing Hearts - Several weeks ago was Sign-Up o

Sunday, and parishioners had the opportunity to . .

volunteer in one of the various areas that address many 7 °

of the needs of our parish family. If you didn’t sign up, it’s note

too late! There are forms at the entrances of the Church, or call

Rebecca Flynn at the rectory, 456-6256, for more information.
Share your heart by volunteering in this special ministry!




MARCH 28, 2010

PALM SUNDAYOF THELORD' S PASSI| ON
+ T+ Masses
For The Week
Monday, March 29th
8:30 - Christopher John Klein - Kenneth Klein
Tuesday, March 30th
8:30 - Susan Lynn Smith - Family
Wednesday, March 31st
8:30 - Dr. James Kaminsky - Family
Thursday, April 1st
7PM - Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper with All-Night Adoration
Friday, April 2nd - Good Friday of the
Lorddés Passi
8:30 - Morning Prayer
2:00 - Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
7PM - Tenebrae
Saturday, April 3rd - Easter Vigil
8:30 - Morning Prayer
8:30 - For the Living and Deceased Members of Sacred

Heart Parish
Sunday, April 4th - Easter Sunday - Resurrection of the Lord
9:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish
11:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish

Priest Schedule for April 3rd and 4th
Saturday, 8:30PM - Fr. Detisch
Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch

The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of the
ADeceased Members of Sacred

The Altar Bread and Wine is given in memory of the
Deceased Members of the AEi ¢ h eand AaNitbb e r
by the Family.

Scripture Readings for Next Week
Holy Thursday - Exodus 12: 1-8, 11-14; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26;
John 13: 1-15
Friday of tlfuieh51 B+ 35B:0%
Hebrews 4: 14-16, 5: 7-9; John 18: 1—19: 42
Easter Vigil - Genesis 1: 1—2: 2; Genesis 22: 1-18, Exodus
14: 15—15: 1; Isaiah 54: 5-14; Isaiah 55:1-11; Baruch 3: 9-15,
32— 4: 4; Ezekiel 36: 16-17a, 18-28,; Romans 6: 3-11;
Luke: 24: 1-12
Easter Sunday - Acts 10: 34a, 37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4;
1 Corinthians 5: 6b-8, John 20: 1-9; Luke 24: 13-35

Good

. _______________________________________________________________ |
CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
Diocesan Goal: $48,000
Parish Goal: $100,000
Pledged to Date: $85,340
178% of Diocesan Goal
86% of Parish Goal
||

Please remember in your prayers our departed:
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HERY WEEK

Sunday - Our Parish Penance Service will be this evening at
7:00PM. We will have priests available for confession until all
are heard.

Monday - Monday Scripture Group will meet at 7:00PM in
the Findlay Room.

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church.
Friday - Church Cleaning Team #4 (Barb Selker and Maria
Stevens’ team) is scheduled for Friday, April 2nd.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS - Our biannual
Steubenville trip is quickly approaching! The
date for this trip is Saturday, May Ist. We’ll be
leaving in the morning, spending a few hours at
the Grove City Mall for lunch and shopping and
then heading to the Franciscan University of Steubenville.
When we arrive at the University, we will be attending a FOP
(Festival of Praise). The center packs in more than two thousand
young Catholics singing, worshipping and adoring our God. We
can truly feel the Holy Spirit hard at work! Our youth group has
always been Eucharist-centered and I believe this is one of the
main reasons we are able to reach so many lives. Last Fall, we
took 90 youth on this pilgrimage, something I feel stands as a
testimony to the faith. How amazing that so many youth would
travel 3 hours to visit and spend time with our Lord in adoration
and fellowship. I have never been so proud! Seek Him in the
Eucharist and you will no longer hunger! If anyone has a

I questions about Steubenville or youth group, please feel free to e

-mail me at catholiconnection@gmail.com. Peace. Jesse

BIG GIVEAWAY NEWS

Early indications are that we are off to a good start for our
38th year of Big Giveaway. Nonetheless, we are still eager for
more people to sell Big Giveaway tickets.

Since our new Big Giveaway program starts in just four
days, please return all sold tickets so that we may get the
information into the computer so that winners may receive their
checks promptly. Remember: If we have no record of a ticket
having been sold, we have no way of distributing checks to
winners.

Any questions, any volunteers, any new Sellers, please
contact Jim Nuber at 864-9838.

The next turn-in will be on Tuesday, March 30th, from
7:00 until 8:00PM, in the Auditorium.

Attention Families Eligible
for the Education Grants
Sign-ups for a 15 minute contract signing session
will be conducted after all Masses on April 10th,
April 11th, April 17th and April 18th in the Sacristy.




