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The holiest week of the year begins
in only seven days. Hopefully, this
week, we can all complete all the tasks
that we need to do so that we can truly
take the time to reflect on those final
days in the life of Our Lord. Again, I am hosting a Bible study
on “The Walk to Calvary” for 3 nights this week: Monday
through Wednesday, beginning at 7:30 each night, for about an
hour or so. If you have a Bible, please bring it with you. We
have some extras here if anyone would like to borrow one. The
version that I will be using is The New American Bible, which, in
my opinion, is the best English-Catholic translation. Some of
the Translations you have to be very careful with. Oftentimes, a
publisher will print a translation that alters the meaning of the
original text. The NAB is the best one that we have, and it is the
translation that the Catholic Church officially uses for the
Scriptural texts at Mass. It should prove to be some interesting
evenings of reflection and dialog. And, I think that by really
taking apart the Scriptures, it will really help us understand all
the dynamics of those final days in the life of Jesus. It will, also,
allow us to have more meaningful celebrations during Holy
Week; especially, when we hear the Passion proclaimed on Palm
Sunday and Good Friday. So, please join us!

It was so sad to learn of the death of our former resident, Fr.
Dan Dymski. Fr. Dymski had been dealing with a weakened
heart for the past few years, and his health has been in a long,
slow decline since he retired to Florida five years ago. 1 have
been in touch with his caregiver every few days, even the night
before he died. And I knew that his journey to new life would be
happening soon. His caregiver told me that they had talked
about it, and he was ready to go to the Lord. Please keep the
soul of Fr. Dan, as well as his family, in your prayers. He and I
had been friends since my days of diaconate in 1987 ... when I
was in my Continuum internship at St. John the Evangelist in
Girard, and Fr. Dan was Pastor of Holy Cross in Fairview, right
next door. We had spent a lot of time together on his boat,
“God’s Will”, in those days, and became very good friends. We
lived together at Blessed Sacrament for a year, and we spent 3
years together here. I will always miss him.

In my column last week, I failed to give honor to another
very dear friend of Sacred Heart church, who died the week
before: Wally Weise. Wally had been playing the organ for
most of our weddings and funerals since 1990, and was honored
to be the official accompanist for the dedication of the new organ
in November of 2008. In my early years as Pastor, sometime in
2003 or 2004, Wally inaugurated an organ-concert series, and
gave an unbelievable performance. If you knew Wally ... and
everyone that did will agree with me ... he was 5 of the most
dramatic people anyone has ever met! He was great fun to be
around. [ shared some reflections at his memorial service two
Saturdays ago, and many people were surprised to learn that I
delivered the newspaper to him and his father when I was 13
years old! They lived across from the Millcreek Police
Department, and I will always remember this horrifying totem
pole in their front lawn ... which scared me half-to-death at 5:30
in the morning every Saturday and Sunday! Wally was an
amazing musician, and had such a deep love for this parish. We
will forever miss him.

Let us pray for all of our children who will be receiving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time next Saturday.
They have been preparing all year, and are looking forward to

the great celebration of God’s forgiveness! Let us pray that this
wonderful Sacrament will always be such a significant part of
their lives. And, let us pray that their parents will be truly
inspired to be great influences on their children, and encourage
them to celebrate the sacrament regularly, by doing it
themselves.

Monday, March 22nd, is the 30th Anniversary of Cathedral
Prep winning the 1980 P.LLA.A. AAA State Basketball
Championship. I was the senior manager of the team, and it was,
by far, one of the great highlights of my life ... and, we can’t
believe that 30 years have passed! Many of you may remember
the great rivalry between us and McDowell that year, for we
played each other in the Western Finals at Edinboro, where an
Erie team would be playing in the State Championship for the
first time in almost 50 years at the time. We beat Allentown
Allen 50-40 that night. (They say that the Millcreek Mall and
the streets of Erie were deserted, because everyone was home
watching the game!) What a night! And, that game was one
month to the day that the U.S. Hockey team beat the Russians,
too! Where did 30 years go?

By the way, Fr. Larry Richards turns 50 on March 27th. If
you see him, tell him that he is only “Middle Aged” ... assuming
he lives to be 100!

Have a great week! See you at our Bible Study! Fr. D.

WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT:

Mar. 14, 2010 Mar. 15, 2009
Repairs & Improvements $166.00 $130.00
Fr. Engel Fund $.00 $.00
Sacrificial Giving $5,673.15 $6,125.73
Amount Needed $7,250.00
Over/(Short) ($1,576.85)

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 650 families of the
parish, 262 envelopes (37%) were used, with an average
Sacrificial Giving donation of $21.66. Your parish depends on
you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice.

ANNUAL SPRING CLEANING OF THE CHURCH

Saturday, April 17th Cleaning Teams 5, 8
,‘ CHURCH and 9, led by the Mittelmeiers, Rossis and
1

NG Malones will participate in a Spring Cleaning
' > of the Church.

We will need additional men and women
to help with this annual cleaning. Please join us on April 17th at
8:00am. Please bring a bucket and a cloth. With enough help,
we will be able to finish by noon. If you have any questions,
please call Rebecca Flynn at the rectory, 456-6256, ext. 110.

**If you are a high school student or Confirmation
candidate in need of service hours, this is an excellent
opportunity!

Please remember in your prayers our departed:
tEleonore Lacey and Vittorio Snidarich




THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 21, 2010

+ T+ Masses
For The Week

Monday, March 22nd
8:30 - Nancy Schlegel - Parents
Tuesday, March 23rd - St. Toribio de Mogrovejo
8:30 - Ed Pilewskie and Susie - Family
Wednesday, March 24th
8:30 - Mary Reidel - Mary Beth and John Lombardi
Thursday, March 25th - The Annunciation of the Lord
8:30 - Coletta English - Elaine Lamm
Friday, March 26th
8:30 - Communion Service
Saturday, March 27th
4:30 - Arthur Lubomski - Family
Sunday, March 28th - Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
9:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church
11:30 - Gerardo Corsi - Family

Priest Schedule for March 27th and 28th
Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch
Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch

The Bread and Wine is given in memory of fColetta
English by Eleanor Italia.

Scripture Readings for Next Week
Luke 19: 28-40 Isaiah 50: 4-7 Philippians 2: 6-11
Luke 22: 14 - 23: 56

| I A A
CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL

Diocesan Goal: $48,000

Parish Goal: $100,000

Pledged to Date: $82,065
169% of Diocesan Goal
81% of Parish Goal
247 contributors = 38% of Parish

#111818’s annual fund raiser, “* Kn i g h twill Reu t

held on Saturday, April 24th, at 6:00 to 11:00PM

The Knights of Columbus, Sacred Heart Council
in the Sacred Heart Auditorium. There will be over
$750 in cash prizes, free food and beverages for $10

/NKerC
4
per person. Come and enjoy an evening of fun and

support your Knights. Tickets can be purchased by calling Judy
at the rectory at 456-6256, ext. 100.

Sharing Hearts Sign-up: It’s not too late! If you would
like to volunteer for one of the Sharing Hearts < ) .«
ministries and were unable to sign up last weekend, - -
there are forms at the entrances of the Church. This - .
is our annual appeal for parishioners to make a one- '
year commitment to one of the various committees
of outreach to our parish family. If you have any questions,
please call Rebecca Flynn at the rectory, 456-6256, ext. 110.

Share your heart by volunteering in this special ministry!

@ Lenten Schedule

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi.

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room.
Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church.
Thursday - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00-9:00PM in the audi.
Friday - Stations of the Cross and Benediction will be prayed
at 7:00PM in the church.

Saturday - First Reconciliation at 10:00AM in church.

Church Cleaning Team #3 (Annette and Mike Ahrens’ team) is
scheduled for Saturday, March 27th (First Reconciliation at
10:00AM in church).

Sunday - Parish Penance Service will be held at 7:00PM in
church. We will have priests available for confession until all
are heard.

BIG GIVEAWAY NEWS AND WINNERS

Congratulations to these most recent Big Giveaway winners: 8572
- F. & T. Simonelli, 9869 - Karen Rubay, 4106 - Cathy Adams, 2066 -
Janet Plavcan, 5203 - Paul Witherow, 3767 - Anthony Logue, Jr., 4248 -
Mike Rondinelli, and 6452 - Jeremy Sral.

Our first turn-in indicates that we are off to a good start. But, keep
in mind that in less than two weeks, the new Big Giveaway year will
have begun. So we are counting on Sellers to make turn-ins promptly
so that tickets can be entered. Tickets must be on the computer at the
time of the drawings in order for us to pay the winners promptly.

Should you wish to volunteer for party set-up or work at the party,
contact Jim Nuber at 864-9838.

The next Big Giveaway turn-in will be on Tuesday, March 23rd,
from 7:00 to 8:00PM, in the Auditorium.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS - The Holy Spirit is
at work! In the past few weeks we have been blessed
to have five youth from our youth ministry program
step up and ask to join our church. These five
converts were brought by the youth of our parish to
our weekly youth meetings and they have fallen in
love with our faith. The mission of our youth ministry program is to
strengthen and support the faith of our parish youth and the Holy Spirit
is providing us a real sense of evangelization through these five; and we
will answer the call. After some prayer and discernment we have

. assembled a team to provide a year long Youth RCIA program for these

youth and they will be receiving all the sacraments next year. If you
know any youth (13-18) who would also benefit from this program,
please feel free to e-mail me at catholicconnection@gmail.com. Please
keep our youth in your prayers! Peace. Jesse

OPERATION RICE BOWL
Fifth Sunday of Lent - The Woman Caught in Adultery
The Lenten call of repentance is matched by  operation

the overwhelming compassion and forgiveness Rice B%%
of God. The story of the woman caught in O
adultery shows us that Jesus does not want to
condemn us, but rather to place us on the path to new life. Our
prayer, fasting, learning, and giving with Catholic Relief
Services’ Operation Rice Bowl opens paths to new lives for our
brothers and sisters in need.

thh évm[a% of lent




