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Last Monday, we have begun the
time of the Liturgical Year known as
“Ordinary Time”. Unlike the other
seasons of the liturgical year, which
have their own distinct character,
Ordinary Time does not celebrate any specific mystery of Christ.
But, rather, this time is devoted to the mystery of Christ in all its
fullness. We celebrate all kinds of things during this time:
discipleship, mission, thanksgiving, etc. This season began on
Monday, the 11", and will go until “Shrove Tuesday”, February
16 ... the day before Ash Wednesday. It will resume when the
Easter season ends, which is Monday, May 24" the day after
Pentecost, and will continue until Saturday, November 27" the
last day of the Liturgical Year ... the Saturday following the
Feast of Christ the King.

Right after we sent out the bulletin to the printers last week,
I received the great report from “The Christmas Angels”, who
were able to give many gifts to some needy children in our
parish, as well as the children of our Food Pantry clients. The
people of Sacred Heart came through again! We were able to
help 33 families, which included 81 children (39 girls, and 42
boys) ranging in age from 10 months to 16 years. There were 4
gift tags that were taken from the tree and not returned.
However, we were able to purchase some gift cards for those
children from monies donated to the project by dedicated
parishioners. On behalf of all of these families, please allow me
to deeply thank all who took the time and effort ... and, expense!

. to offer to help these needy families in this difficult,
economic time. So many children had a wonderful Christmas
because of such kind generosity. Thank you so much for what
you did to help these children.

I will be away this week for a little R & R after the
Christmas “zoo”. Msgr. Jack Hagerty will be covering for me
during the week, as I make my annual pilgrimage to the Bob
Hope Chrysler Classic out in California. I will be able to spend
some time with my nephew, Matt, who now lives near L.A. I
plan on seeing Sacred Heart School & Prep alumnus, Greg
Rubino, Jr., who is general manager of the Classic Club out in
Palm Desert. Greg does a lot of work for the Bob Hope Classic.
Last year, Greg was able to get me to chat with Arnold Palmer
for a quick minute or two ... as well as Yogi Berra! Now, Fr.
Larry Richards tells me that some of our parishioners are
counting the days I am away. I sure hope people have more to
do with their time than monitor the priests of our Diocese. So ...
again ... allow me to explain the Code of Canon Law, and the
policy of the Diocese of Erie: In Canon 533.2, it states, “Unless
there is a serious reason to the contrary, the pastor may be
absent each year from the parish on vacation for at most one
continuous or interrupted month, the days which the pastor
spends once a year on a spiritual retreat are not counted in his
vacation days.” Along with that, we are required to take a week
of retreat, and the diocesan policy allows us to take a week of
Continuing Education, as well as 24 hours off a week, including
an overnight; all of this, during a calendar year. I try to take a
week every 3 months or so, because I can start getting “burned
out” a bit after that time. So, I try to take a week every season,
to go away and re-charge. Christmas was exhausting this year;
especially, when it falls on a Friday ... to say nothing about 7
funerals in 14 days, a wedding, 2 baptisms, then the weekend
Mass schedule. Even though I close the office during Christmas,
and the staff gets a break, I still keep a full schedule during that

time. So, by the middle of January, I am ready for a break!
And, for those who are counting ... it is now January ...this is
only Week #1. There are several weeks throughout the year that
I don’t take a day off because of what comes up unexpectedly,
like funerals. And, when you’re the only priest assigned to the
parish, it can get busy. (I have yet to be caught up in phone
messages since 2002!! Sorry! But, that’s the way it goes!) I
hope you all understand the need for a break. Contrary to some
opinions, we are not available 25 hours a day, 8 days a week ...
not unless you want your priests in poor health. In my later
years, I do not want to be in the physical condition some of our
older priests are in now ... those who felt their parishes wouldn’t
survive if they ever went away; so, they never did. So, after an
exhausting month, I am going to go spend a few mindless days,
watching Alice Cooper putt! Priesthood can be busy ... but, it’s
a great life I wouldn’t trade for anything else in the world! I'll
see you when I get back! You’ll survive ....

Fr. D.
WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT:
Jan. 10, 2010 Jan. 11, 2009
Repairs & Improvements $202.00 $93.00
Food Pantry $554.00 $.00
Sacrificial Giving $10,011.73 $9,488.03
Amount Needed $7,250.00
Over/(Short) $2,761.73

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 680 families of the
parish, 314 envelopes (47%) were used, with an average
Sacrificial Giving donation of $31.89. Your parish depends on
you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice.

Special Wedding Anniversaries - Are you
celebrating a significant Wedding Anniversary in 2010
(60-50-40-25)? If so, please let us know when it is!

Also, you are invited to a special celebration on
Sunday, February 14th at the 11:30 Mass. There will
be a special blessing during the Liturgy, and a Reception to
follow for you and your family in the Findlay Room (behind the
choir area) after Mass. Please call Rebecca Flynn at the rectory,
456-6256, ext. 110.

Even if you are unable to come to the Mass, we would still
like to hear from you and know when you will be celebrating that

special occasion.
CHURCH
CLEANING
L§&==5,, consists of women, men and children who clean
once every 10 weeks - a total of about 5 times a
year. Teams usually clean either on Friday mornings or evenings,
or on Saturday mornings.

Would you or your family be willing to help us keep our
Church clean? This is a great opportunity for anyone who is in
need of service hours. Please call Rebecca Flynn at the
rectory, 456-6256, ext. 110 for more information.

Help Needed! Several of our parish
Cleaning Teams need new members. Each team

Pray For Peace




THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 17, 2010

@ﬁ Masses For The Week

Monday, January 18th
8:30 - Lucille Mudge - Janet and John Plavcan
Tuesday, January 19th
8:30 - Jodie Hilbrich - Al and Helen Michalak
Wednesday, January 20th - Pope Fabian and St. Sebastian
8:30 - Emil and Frances Nuber - Family
Thursday, January 21st - St. Agnes
8:30 - Thomas Karle, Jr. - Family
Friday, January 22nd - St. Vincent
8:30 - Florence Rogala - Rose George
Saturday, January 23rd
4:30 - Evelyn Coverdale - The Big Giveaway Committee
Sunday, January 24th - The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30 - For the Parishioners of the Parish
11:30 - Beverly Schneider - Adrian and Betty Narducci

Priest Schedule for January 23rd and 24th
Saturday, 4:30PM - Msgr. Hagerty
Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Jason Glover

The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of T Gr a c ¢

Marchant by Marcia Bongiorno.

The Altar Bread and Wine is given in memory of t Z a i r

Iacobozzi by the Family.

Scripture Readings for Next Week
Nehemiah 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 1 Corinthians 12: 12-30
Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21

Catholic Charities Counseling and
Adoptions Services is in urgent need of furniture to
provide for its Refugee Resettlement Program’s

incoming families. Since the program does not have

its own resources, it is entirely dependent on parish donations.
Without these donations, refugees must resettle in Erie without
adequate furniture. Items that are desperately needed are kitchen
tables and chairs, gently used mattresses, bedding and blankets,
couches, arm chairs and dressers. While all household items are
gratefully accepted, the larger furniture is most needed. We will
pick up your furniture and provide a tax exempt certificate. Please
call 456-2091.

MARRIED and ENGAGED COUPLES:
Would you like to gain a better understanding of
yourself as man, woman, and couple? Learn about
your gift of fertility and true love. Attend a Natural
Family Planning series and realize your potential. For
more information, call Gretchen at 866-3008 for classes starting
Monday, February 15th from 7:00 to 9:00PM at St. George Meeting Room.

PALS (People After Loss due to Suicideyill meet Tuesday,
January 19th from 7:00-9:00PM at St. Mark Center, 429 East
Grandview Blvd. No reservations are needed. Use the front door. For
further information, call Marjorie at 864-2428 or Sandy at 825-9437.

!
_M WEEK
/ T AHEAD

Sunday - NO RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES TODAY!

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi.

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room.
Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church.
Thursday - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00-9:00PM in the audi.
Confirmation Parent Meeting at 7:00PM in the church. All
parents and confirmation candidates are expected to attend.
Friday - Church Cleaning Team #4 (Barb Selker and Maria
Stevens’ team) is scheduled for Friday, January 22nd.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS - In the second
reading today we learned about the different
gifts of the Holy Spirit. This reading correlates
with last week’s youth group where we talked
about the different gifts that one may have.
God has given his children several gifts; it takes
much prayer and self-discovery to determine what gifts you may
bear. One of my parent/volunteers approached me last week
about their role in the program. They thought they were not as
significant as the others within the group since they were not
comfortable giving a talk or leading a discussion. I quickly
reminded them that their self-sacrificing love that they show
every week was a much greater testimony than any talk I have
ever gave. This person touches lives in a different way but never
the less they touch lives. They are using their gifts the way God
intended them to be used. It isn’t always the gifts that stand out
that make the difference in people’s lives but little ones that may
go unnoticed that happen over and over!

Peace. Jesse

Catholic Charities is pleased to return the A Be gi nni

Ex per i pgrograne © our diocese for persons who are
grieving the loss of their marriage due to divorce, separation or
death. The first of this two-fold ministry is entitled “Coping
with Life Alone”, a six-week program that explores common
themes including: loneliness, stress, grief, trust and growth
through loss. Hosted at St. Mark Catholic Center, “Coping with
Life Alone” begins on Sunday, February 21st from 4:00-6:00PM.
For more information, please contact the Family Life Office
at 824-1265. Pre-registration is appreciated.

Make an Investment in your Future..A
wedding is one day; but your marriage is for a %
lifetime! Invest in your marriage by attending
Engagement Encounter Spend a weekend away

from the stress of planning for the wedding, and enjoy the
special moments of creating your future marriage together. Call
the Family Life Office at 824-1265 or familylife@erieRCD.org
to register! All couples are welcome; scholarships are available
for those in need. The next EE weekend is scheduled for
February 12-14 at St. Mark’s Catholic Center. Call today!

TRDEEE REERR



