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Today’s Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord brings to a close the celebration of
Christmas. Tomorrow, Monday, begins
the season we call Ordinary Time,
which will run until the day before Ash
Wednesday. Today, we recall how Jesus allowed Himself to be
baptized in the Jordan, so that others would follow Him into
baptism, and then into a life of devoted faith that will, one day,
lead to eternal life. This feast reminds us all of the commitments
and promises that were made at our own baptism, and how we
have promised to “Reject sin, so as to live in the freedom of
God’s children . . . reject the glamour of evil, and refuse to be
mastered by sin . . . reject Satan, the father of sin and the prince
of darkness.” And, we all answer “I DO!!” May we allow
ourselves not to use those words so loosely, but may we be
faithfully determined to truly follow our promises to live a life of
faith in the power of God as Father, Son, and Spirit.

With the conclusion of Christmas, please allow me this
opportunity to thank everyone who worked so hard to help us all
celebrate with great joy. Our Music Ministry spent quite a bit of
time preparing, and it really showed. Our music for all of our
liturgies was so beautiful. It was wonderful to hear David
Graham do so well with “O, Holy Night” at the 4:30 Mass
Christmas Eve! That’s not an easy song to solo, and he caught
the high notes! I always thought that only Perry Como was able
to do that! And, thanks so much to Rebecca Flynn for
orchestrating all the ministries and so many other details that
were needed to make sure the Christmas season was celebrated
well. But, thank you all for your generosity in these difficult,
economic times. The Christmas collection was the highest one
in our history, exceeding $10,000! That is going to be a huge
help at this time of the year, when our energy costs always
“skyrocket”, along with the unexpected plowing bills.

The gang that runs our Sacred Heart Food Pantry reminded
me that 2010 is the 25" year that we have been offering this
wonderful ministry. The Pantry began on November 7™, 1985,
and we have been ministering to many needy families for a
quarter of a century now. On behalf of them, also, please allow
me to thank some wonderful groups that gave special gifts to the
Food Pantry in recent months: Florence Modzelewski’s
“Sunshine Group”, Mercyhurst Prep, our own Altar Society, the
Sisters of St. Joseph, and all the parishioners of Sacred Heart
Church that have been contributing to our “coffers”; and, some
on a regular basis!

Inauguration Day last week was quite a “whirlwind”! At the
beginning of the day, I was honored to offer the prayer for the
new Millcreek Township Supervisor ... and, former Sacred
Heart parishioner ... Rick Figaski. It was quite an honor, since it
was almost 30 years to the day that my father, Art Detisch, took
the oath of office for Millcreek Supervisor. “Figs” has been a
friend of our family for all of these years. It was an honor and a
joy to offer prayer for the Inauguration of our own Joe
Schember, Jr. and the other members of Erie City Council, as
well as for Mayor Joe Sinnott. It was nice to see our own
District Judge Dom DiPaolo administer the oath for City
Comptroller Cas Kwitowski, too! In between all of that, I was
able to catch part of the Inauguration of our new Judge Dan
Brabender. Danny and I have both served together on the
Cathedral Prep Alumni Board and Headmaster’s Advisory
Board, and have been close friends for years. The Brabender’s
all have their family roots at Sacred Heart! It was an exciting

day, to be sure! And, I was so honored to be a part of it.

By the way, we have a great email system, which we use
frequently. If you are not receiving any of our emails, please go
to the parish website (www.sacredhearterie.org), and register
your email address. I recently sent one out when we found a
hearing aid in the Church after Mass. The system can be
personalized. Many people wondered why I sent them a personal
email when they don’t wear a hearing aid. [t was sent to
everyone! But, the system can be personalized.

Oh ... and, by the way ... the Parish Day raffle car is in, and
will be in our possession soon. It is the 2010 Mustang Roush
“Stage 3” .... torch red ... white stripe .... bright chrome wheels
... one of only 103 made .... and, 540 Horsepower!!!! Our new
parishioner, George Lyons of Contemporary Motorcar and Roth
Cadillac, will be going out to Indianapolis to get it, and store it
for us until Easter. This is another hot one! Wait until you see it!

Have a great week! Keep those shovels going!

Fr. D.
Dear Ladies of the Altar Society - I
ATTENTION hope you have recovered from the holidays
WOMEN because now it’s time to put on your party

hats and celebrate every ones birthday at the

January meeting. The next meeting is
January 13th at 7:00PM in the audi. The Board will meet at
6:00PM.

We are fortunate to have Sue Hedges from “Angel Food
Ministry” as our guest speaker. This sounds very fascinating, so I
hope you’ll bundle up and make an appearance and make Sue feel
welcome.

At this time your yearly dues of $2.00 are due; so fill your
pockets or your pocketbook and come prepared to “pay up”.

As of this writing we still need a president or co-presidents. I
know some of you may have been thinking about taking the
position, so don’t be shy about saying so. We will offer our
support and be your advocates.

PRO-LIFE PRAYER BREAKFAST - People for
Life’s annual Pro-Life Prayer Breakfast will be held on
Saturday, January 16 at the Ambassador Banquet and
Conference Center. The main speaker will be Serrin Foster,
president of Feminists for Life of America. Reservations
are $12.50, $6.50 for children ages 3 to 12, and free for children under 3.
Purchase by January 12th. For more information call 882-1333 or visit
www.peopleforlife.org.

MARCH FOR LIFE BUS TRIP - Attend the annual

nesre f, March for Life in Washington, DC on Friday, January 22nd.

¢ Buses chartered by People for Life will leave Erie on Thursday

evening, January 21st at 11:00PM and return about 1:00AM on

January 23rd. Students and families on tight budgets are

encouraged to inquire about sponsorships. Reservations

should be made as soon as possible. Send $40 per seat to People for Life,

Inc., Post Office Box 1126, Erie, PA 16512. Sponsorships are available.
For more information, call 882-1333 or visit www.peoplefor life.org.

The Christmas Angels have gone as their work here is
finished. They wish to thank you for your Christmas Spirit of .-
Caring. You helped 33 families with 81 children have a =
brighter Christmas. They also thank you for making their §
project a success. See you next year! ”

P.S. Last Tuesday at the Food Pantry the workers received many
comments and thanks to the parishioners for the gifts which made “their
Christmas”.




THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
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@ﬁ Masses For The Week

Monday, January 11th
8:30 - Brad Foulk - Mary Cilladi
Tuesday, January 12th
8:30 - Albert Sementilli - Sr. Andrene
Wednesday, January 13th - St. Hilary
8:30 - For the Dec’d of the Barney and Smith Families
Thursday, January 14th
8:30 - Joseph Wodarski - The Golden Hearts of Sacred Heart
Friday, January 15th
8:30 - Ruth Meyer - Family
Saturday, January 16th
4:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church
Sunday, January 17th - The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30 - Casimir Klemen - Family
11:30 - Brad Foulk - Mark and Janet Rosenthal

Priest Schedule for January 16th and 17th
Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch
Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch

Scripture Readings for Next Week
Isaiah 62: 1-5 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11 John 2: 1-11
Catholic Charities Counseling and Adoptions Services is in
1 e I

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES -
WILL RESUME TODAY FOLLOWING THE N
9:30 MASS.

Reigions Education

urgent need for furniture to provide for its Refugee

MRNEELP Resettlement Program’s incoming families. Since
the program does not have its own resources, it is

entirely dependent on parish donations. Without these donations,
refugees must resettle in Erie without adequate furniture. Items that are
desperately needed are kitchen tables and chairs, gently used mattresses,
bedding and blankets, couches, arm chairs and dressers. While all
household items are gratefully accepted, the larger furniture is most
needed. We will pick up your furniture and provide a tax exempt
certificate. Please call 456-2091. Their office is located at 329 West 10th Street.

Cancer Support Group - Reminder: A support group for
persons with cancer will meet on Thursday, January 14th at St. Mark
Catholic Center in Erie from 7:00 to 8:30PM. The group will welcome
cancer patients, cancer survivors and family members and will be led by
Fr. Tom Aleksa, a double cancer survivor. All are invited to come,
share and pray about their thoughts, hopes, anger and fears regarding
cancer and God’s presence in their lives. It is not necessary to pre-
register. From the back parking lot of St. Mark Center, 429 East
Grandview Blvd, enter the door marked “C”. If you have questions,
contact Fr. Aleksa at 730-3374 or call Catholic Charities at 824-1250.

!
_M WEEK
/ T AHEAD

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi.

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room.
Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7:30PM in the audi.

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church.
Wednesday - Altar Society Meeting at 7:00PM in the audi.
The Board will meet at 6:00PM.

Thursday - The Golden Hearts will meet at 12:30PM in the
audi. Please bring a few Christmas cookies if you have any left.
Youth Group Meeting at 7:00PM until 9:00PM in the audi.
Saturday - Church Cleaning Team #3 (Annette and Mike
Ahrens’ team) is scheduled for Saturday, January 16th.

Sunday - Religious Education classes resume today
following the 9:30 Mass.

BIG GIVEAWAY NEWS AND WINNERS

Congratulations to these most recent Big Giveaway
winners: 5660 - Pamela J. Tylwalk, 0218 - Janet D. Kovacs,
1669 - Leann and Daniel Wolf, 3662 - Jaime L. Schember, 5279
- John Fuhrman, 6360 - Terry Sheridan, 8104 - Bob Boorum,
0585 - Maureen Parker, 8063 - Shari Hoffman, 2210 - John G.
Kehl, Sr., 6637 - Marie Rydzewski, 5569 - Maryann C. Long,
8540 - Aristea Colonna, and 9247 - Dan Rosenberg.

Special congratulations to Joyce Richardson who was the
$1,000 winner for the last Wednesday of December.

There will be no turn-in until further notice.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS - Attention all
youth...did you ever think about making a faith
commitment this new year? New Year’s is kind
of like confession, many people wipe the slate
clean and start fresh! Check out a Catholic
Connection youth group to help you with your new commitment!

We have a team of youth ministers and parents who give up
their week nights to provide an outstanding program for our
youth! We have many great events coming up for the New Year
as well! Feel free to check out the following youth groups...

Saint Andrews annex youth room/chapel Tuesdays 7-9pm
Blessed Sacrament downstairs meeting room
Wednesdays 7-9pm
Sacred Heart auditorium Thursdays 7-9pm
Peace. Jesse

A Family Perspective - There is nothing ™
that feels better to a child than to hear his or her PUuSEE
parent tell them that they are “well pleased”. Mg
Give freely the gift of affirmation to your child; it
is more precious than silver or gold.

Please remember in your prayers our departed:
T Gr ace MaotlerlofaChatlene Amman;
tTEdwar d tie tatter of Juliec Last; and
tChr i st op thedbrotheKofidaty Lee Hudson




