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 Happy New Year to everyone!  It is 

so hard to believe that it has now been 

10 years since the beginning of the New 

Millenium!  Remember all that talk 

about “Y2K”?? Remember all the 

people who thought the world would end 10 years ago … and 

stockpiled canned goods in mountain cabins??  Here we are, 10 

years later already … and, what a decade it has been!  Looking 

back on the last 10 years is mind-boggling to think about.  By 

far, the sad events of September 11, 2001 has got to be the 

singular thing that has stood out amongst everything else.  We 

have come a long way since then, and certainly since January 1, 

2000.  There has been such wonder and joy.  There has been 

such sadness and tragedy.  And, there has been everything else in 

between.  But, may we never forget that throughout all of it, God 

has been present to us.  May this next decade be a time that  

people of faith continue to stand up and fight for what is right, 

what is good, and what is holy … and never be concerned about 

what is popular or accepted.  We lost Pope John Paul II during 

the last decade.  But, may his words live forever:  “Never be 

ashamed of the Gospel!  But, be proud of it!”  

 Congratulations to Darren Mangold of our parish for 

completing the Mercyhurst College Police Academy.  Darren’s 

grandfather and parishioner, retired Millcreek Police Sergeant 

Jim Canfield, has been a great influence on his grandson to seek 

a career in law enforcement.  Once Darren completes the rest of 

his academics, he will be doing just that.  Just a word for the 

future, Darren … you can chase me from Ohio to New York, and 

I am NOT pulling over! 

 Please allow me to remind us all about the usage of the 

Mother’s room in the back of the Church, for I have had lots of 

parents share their problems about it.  Please remember, that 

room is only for parents with small children!!!  That room is 

NOT to be used by people who are late, or who leave Mass to 

talk on their cell phones … and, certainly, NOT for teenagers 

who leave Mass to text a message to someone!  And, that rest 

room should NOT be used during Mass … please use the ones at 

the bottom of the stairs.  These are the problems that I have 

heard.  Parents of small children have also come to worship and 

pray, and use that room when their children are a bit unruly.  

They have the right to that space and privacy for their worship 

and prayer.  It is hard to concentrate on the Mass while having 

someone behind you talking or texting on their phone … let 

alone 18 people “flushing” constantly during Mass.  By the way, 

parents, in 25 years of attending Our Lady of Peace Church with 

my parents, never once did my brothers or I leave Mass to use 

the bathroom … ever … from 1962 to 1987 … ever.  I am not 

sure why there is a constant parade of children using the bathroom 

during Mass … 

 The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops are very 

upset with the Senate vote to pass the present form of the Health 

Care Bill.  In a November 20th letter sent to the U.S. Senate, the 

Bishops insisted on 3 points:  keep in place current federal law 

on abortion funding and conscience protections on  abortion; 

protect the access to health care immigrants currently have and 

remove current barriers to access; and include strong 

provisions for adequate affordability and coverage standards.  

As of  this writing … written on December 23rd … it appears 

that the Senate will pass a bill that does not maintain these moral 

standards.  It is a very difficult and confusing bill, but it appears 

… whether the Senate wants to  dance around the wording or not 

… federal monies will be available for abortion, which is 

unacceptable in  ALL situations.  The response of the bishops is 

very involved, and you can access everything on the issues 

through their website: www.usccb.org.  May I suggest to all 

who have the Internet to please take the time to read and study 

the response of the bishops?  It is so important for our future. 

 Have a great New Year! 

FR. ENGEL SCHOLARSHIP NEWS -  

 Recent donations to the Fr. Engel Scholarship 

Fund include: 

 In Memory of Joseph Wodarski by Mr. and 

Mrs. Michael Brown 

 In Memory of Joseph Wodarski by Mr. and 

Mrs. Charles Grosso 

 In Memory of Joseph Wodarski by Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

Bond 

 In Memory of Joseph Wodarski by Mr. and Mrs. Chris 

Knecht 

 In Memory of Joseph Wodarski by Ms. Christine Randell 

 In Memory of Bernice Andera by Marilyn A. Sharp. 

 A gift to the Fr. Engel Scholarship Fund is truly a gift that 

keeps on giving! Every donation you have given to the 

Scholarship Fund is still there; only the interest from the fund is 

used each year to provide much needed scholarship assistance. 

 A reminder that a $100 donation puts your name or the name 

of a loved one living or deceased, on the permanent plaque in the  

Church.  Why do we call it “the gift that keeps on giving”?  Well, 

as you see, it does!  Year after year after year our young people 

benefit from a good Catholic education thanks to your generosity.  

God bless all of your past efforts. 

 Dear Ladies of the Altar Society - I 

hope you have recovered from the holidays 

because now it’s time to put on your party 

hats and celebrate every ones birthday at the 

January meeting.   The next meeting is January 13th at 7:00PM in 

the audi.  (The Board will meet at 6:00PM.) 

 We are fortunate to have Sue Hedges from “Angel Food 

Ministry” as our guest speaker.  This sounds very fascinating, so I 

hope you’ll bundle up and make an appearance and make Sue feel 

welcome. 

 At this time your yearly dues of $2.00 are due; so fill your 

pockets or your pocketbook and come prepared to “pay up”. 

 As of this writing we still need a president or co-presidents.  I 

know some of you may have been thinking about taking the 

position, so don’t be shy about saying so.  We will offer our 

support and be your advocates.  

 

  

 

 

  

  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  

 

  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 

WILL RESUME TODAY FOLLOWING 

THE 9:30 MASS. 
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Monday, January 4th - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 8:30 - Frank Leone - MM Victor Savelli 

Tuesday, January 5th - St. John Neumann 

 8:30 - Faye and Ed Orehek - Family 

Wednesday, January 6th   

 8:30 - John and Ruth Ronan - Family 

Thursday, January 7th - St. Raymond of Penafort 

 8:30  - Emme Hersperger - Family 

Friday, January 8th 

 8:30 - Dec’d Members of the D’Onofrio Family - Louis D’Onofrio 

Saturday, January 9th 

 4:30 - Donald Zimmerman - D. Janosky and Family 

Sunday, January 10th - Baptism of the Lord 

 9:30 - Bill Carr - Karen and Dave Mead 

 11:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church 

 

Priest Schedule for January 9th and 10th 

Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch 

Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch 

 

 The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of ÀCarmen 

Italia by Eleanor and the Family. 

 

Scripture Readings for Next Week 

Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11   Titus 2: 11-14; 3: 4-7    

Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22 

  

 THE ERIE MARCH AND MOTORCADE 

FOR LIFE will take place on Saturday, January 9th.  

All that is required is about an hour of your time.  

Gather at the Perry Square Gazebo by 10:50AM.  

The March and Motorcade will begin at 11:00 and conclude with 

a brief Memorial Service at the Gazebo.  Be a voice for the 

voiceless and a witness for the sanctity of human life!  For more 

information,  call 882-1333 or visit www.peopleforlife.org. 
 

 Bread of Life offers Bible Study - The Catholic 

Community Bible Study’s next selected study will 

explore what the Bible teaches us about the Mass.  It 

looks at the  ultimate meaning of the eucharistic 

sacrifice and how what happens at Mass relates to 

God’s covenant dealing with Israel.  Explore with us 

how through the Liturgy of Eucharist we offer ourselves back to God.  

Beginning January 7th, 2010 through Feburary 25th at St. Joseph/BOL 

Parish with day and evening sessions be offered.  Childcare is available.  

Contact Dawn Schaaf at 835-8110.  Early registration is strongly 

encouraged. 

 

 The Golden Hearts of Sacred Heart will meet on 

Thursday, January 7th at 12:30PM in the audi.  Please 

bring a few Christmas cookies if you have any left.  See 

you then!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi. 

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room. 

Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7:30PM in the audi. 

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church. 

Thursday - The Golden Hearts will meet at 12:30PM in the 

audi.  Please bring a few Christmas cookies if you have any left! 

Friday - Church Cleaning Team #2 (Marilyn Sharp’s team) is 

scheduled for Friday, January 8th. 

Sunday - Religious Education classes resume today 

following the 9:30 Mass.  

 

ALTAR BREAD AND WINE  

SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE    

 From the beginning of our Church, bread 

and wine have been brought forward by the 

people for the celebration of the Eucharist.  

Many even brought bread and wine from home.  

It was customary to think of every gift to the 

Church and the poor as a gift to God and to 

designate it as an offering.  As an observant 

Jew, Jesus used bread and wine to commemorate the Passover 

meal with His disciples.  Thus, the most sacred food for the 

Jewish Passover Meal has become the very essence of our 

Eucharistic meal. 

 A parishioner saw this at other Churches and thought it 

would be a good idea to start here at Sacred Heart and Pastoral 

Council agreed.  We are accepting sponsorships/offerings for the 

altar bread and wine used at the weekend Mass.  It is the same 

idea as someone sponsoring the Sanctuary Candle.  Every 

weekend would be available.  You could use the offering as a 

memorial or remembrance or special intention, just like a Mass 

or the Sanctuary Candle.  If you are interested in sponsoring the 

Altar Bread and Wine, stop by the Parish Office or put an 

envelope marked “Altar Bread and Wine” in the collection 

basket, or you can call the Office at 456-6256, ext. 100.  Please 

remember to put the person who it  is in memory or honor of and 

who it is from so we can publish the names in the bulletin.  The 

cost is $25 and thank you for your continued prayers and support.   
 

MARCH FOR LIFE BUS TRIP  

  Attend the annual March for Life in 

Washington, DC on Friday, January 22nd.  

Buses chartered by People for Life will leave 

Erie on Thursday evening, January 21st at 

11:00PM and will return about 1:00AM on January 23rd. 

Students and families on tight budgets are encouraged to inquire 

about sponsorships.  Reservations should be made as soon as 

possible.  Send $40 per seat to People for Life, Inc., P. O. Box 

1126, Erie PA 16512.  For more information, please call 882-1333 

or visit www.peopleforlife.org.   

  

 

 

  


