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 The following are excerpts taken 

from Pope Benedict‟s message for the 

celebration of the World Day of Prayer 

for Peace; January 1, 2010.  The entire 

message can be viewed by going to the 

Vatican website (www.vatican.va) … hitting the tab for “English” 

… then, hitting the tab on the far right for “Latest updates”.  

 “At the beginning of this New Year, I wish to offer heartfelt 

greetings of peace to all Christian communities, international 

leaders, and people of good will throughout the world. For this 

XLIII World Day of Peace I have chosen the theme: If You Want 

to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation. Respect for creation is of 

immense consequence, not least because “creation is the 

beginning and the foundation of all God’s works”, and its 

preservation has now become essential for the pacific 

coexistence of mankind. Man’s inhumanity to man has given rise 

to numerous threats to peace and to authentic and integral 

human development – wars, international and regional conflicts, 

acts of terrorism, and violations of human rights. Yet no less 

troubling are the threats arising from the neglect – if not 

downright misuse – of the earth and the natural goods that God 

has given us. For this reason, it is imperative that mankind 

renew and strengthen “that covenant between human beings and 

the environment, which should mirror the creative love of God, 

from whom we come and towards whom we are journeying”… 

 In my Encyclical Caritas in Veritate, I noted that integral 

human development is closely linked to the obligations which 

flow from man’s relationship with the natural environment. The 

environment must be seen as God’s gift to all people, and the use 

we make of it entails a shared responsibility for all humanity, 

especially the poor and future generations. I also observed that 

whenever nature, and human beings in particular, are seen 

merely as products of chance or an evolutionary determinism, 

our overall sense of responsibility wanes. On the other hand, 

seeing creation as God’s gift to humanity helps us understand 

our vocation and worth as human beings. With the Psalmist, we 

can exclaim with wonder: “When I look at your heavens, the 

work of your hands, the moon and the stars which you have 

established; what is man that you are mindful of him, and the 

son of man that you care for him?” (Ps 8:4-5). Contemplating 

the beauty of creation inspires us to recognize the love of the 

Creator, that Love which “moves the sun and the other stars”…  

 If you want to cultivate peace, protect creation. The quest 

for peace by people of good will surely would become easier if 

all acknowledge the indivisible relationship between God, 

human beings and the whole of creation. In the light of divine 

Revelation and in fidelity to the Church’s Tradition, Christians 

have their own contribution to make. They contemplate the 

cosmos and its marvels in light of the creative work of the Father 

and the redemptive work of Christ, who by his death and 

resurrection has reconciled with God “all things, whether on 

earth or in heaven” (Col 1:20). Christ, crucified and risen, has 

bestowed his Spirit of holiness upon mankind, to guide the 

course of history in anticipation of that day when, with the 

glorious return of the Saviour, there will be “new heavens and a 

new earth” (2 Pet 3:13), in which justice and peace will dwell 

for ever. Protecting the natural environment in order to build a 

world of peace is thus a duty incumbent upon each and all. It is 

an urgent challenge, one to be faced with renewed and concerted 

commitment; it is also a providential opportunity to hand down 

to coming generations the prospect of a better future for all. May 

this be clear to world leaders and to those at every level who are 

concerned for the future of humanity: the protection of creation 

and peacemaking are profoundly linked! For this reason, I invite 

all believers to raise a fervent prayer to God, the all-powerful 

Creator and the Father of mercies, so that all men and women 

may take to heart the urgent appeal: If you want to cultivate 

peace, protect creation. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT:  

 Dec. 20, 2009 Dec. 21, 2008 

Repairs & Improvements $100.00 $143.00 

Religious Retirement $277.00 $251.00 

Sacrificial Giving $5,775.01 $6,779.22 

Amount Needed $7,500.00  

Over/(Short) ($1,474.99)  

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 680 families of the 

parish, 289 envelopes (43%) were used, with an average 

Sacrificial Giving donation of $19.19. Your parish depends on 

you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice. 

 CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS - 

Gifts were given in memory of John A. Novello, 

Gloria Novello, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cacchione, 

Mr. and Mrs. Pasquale Novello, Joe Wodarski, Lisa 

Anne Wodarski, Bob Polito, Rose Cermak, Bernard 

Loney, Loretta Loney, Daniel Loney, Frank “Papa” 

Haraczy, Mrs. Kathleen “Mrs. T.” Tirpak, Elizabeth 

Hellman, Carmen Italia, Angelo and Connie Casella, Patrick 

McConnell, Dec‟d Members of the Oboth and McConnell 

Families; and the Dec‟d Members of the Weindorf and Hausmann 

Families.  Gifts were also received from Mrs. Michael W. Sebald, 

and Mr. Charles F. Grosso.   

 

 Dear Ladies of the Altar Society - I 

hope you have recovered from the holidays 

because now it‟s time to put on your party 

hats and celebrate every ones birthday at the 

January meeting.   The next meeting is 

January at 7:00PM in the audi.  (The Board will meet at 6:00PM.) 

 We are fortunate to have Sue Hedges from “Angel Food 

Ministry” as our guest speaker.  This sounds very fascinating, so I 

hope you‟ll bundle up and make an appearance and make Sue feel 

welcome. 

 At this time your yearly dues of $2.00 is due; so fill your 

pockets or your pocketbook and come prepared to “pay up”. 

 As of this writing we still need a president or co-presidents.  I 

know some of you may have been thinking about taking the 

position, so don‟t be shy about saying so.  We all will offer our 

support and be your advocates. 

  

 

NEW YEARôS DAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Thursday, December 31st - 4:30PM 

Friday, January 1st - 10:00AM 



THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH DECEMBER 27, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 28th - The Holy Innocents 

 8:30 - Domenico and Maria Abate - Family 

Tuesday, December 29th - St. Thomas Becket 

 8:30 - Julia and Eli Berarducci - Robert Scoppechio 

Wednesday, December 30th 

 8:30 - Arthur Krespan - Irent and Joe Zinzella 

Thursday, December 31st - Pope Sylvester I 

 8:30  - NO MASS 

  4:30  - Michael Carson - Family 

Friday, January 1st - Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

 10:00 - Frances and Leonard Przybyszewski - Family 

Saturday, January 2nd - St. Basil the Great & St. Gregory Nazianzen 

 4:30 - Bill Shewan - Family 

Sunday, January 3rd - The Epiphany of the Lord 

 9:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church 

 11:30 - Irene and Hubert Pesch - MM William Coleman 

 

Priest Schedule for January 2nd and 3rd 

Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch 

Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch 

 

 The Sanctuary Candle is burning for the Living and 

Deceased Members of the ÀSwoger and ÀRuf Families.  

 

 The Altar Bread and Wine is given in memory of ÀJames 

Rupp, Sr. by Marsha and Jay Grafius. 

 

Scripture Readings for Next Week 

Isaiah 60: 1-6   Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6   Matthew 2: 1-12 

 
 A TRIBUTE TO ST. PAUL - The Choir of St. 

Paul‟s Church is offering a CD or cassette consisting of 

songs and hymns sung in English, Italian and Latin for 

your listening enjoyment.  They are available at 

Dancewear Center at 3834 Liberty St., Hofmann‟s at 420 East 26th St., 

World of Music at 1355 West 26th St., and St. Paul‟s Rectory, 1617 

Walnut St.  Selections include Hail Mary Gentle Woman, Santa Lucia, 

and Regina Coeli among others.  The CD is $15 and the cassette is $10. 

Net proceeds benefit St. Paul Church.  For more information, please call 

864-0231 or 864-8881. 

 

 A Family Perspective - Because Jesus did not 

tell his parents His plans to stay in Jerusalem, Mary 

and Joseph were distraught and probably felt guilty 

and „out to touch‟.  Like the Holy Family, parents 

today operate with the same deficit when children 

don‟t disclose all their plans.  Despite the centuries, the problems 

of parenting remain the same.   

 

 The Golden Hearts of Sacred Heart will 

meet on Thursday, January 7th at 12:30PM in 

the audi.  Please bring a few Christmas cookies 

if you have any left.  See you then!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi. 

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church. 

Thursday - Church Cleaning Team #1 (Lorraine Squeglia‟s 

team) is scheduled for Thursday, December 31st. 

 
 THE ERIE MARCH AND MOTORCADE FOR 

LIFE will take place on Saturday, January 9th.  All that 

is required is about an hour of your time.  Gather at the 

Perry Square Gazebo by 10:50AM.  The March and 

Motorcade will begin at 11:00 and conclude with a brief 

Memorial Service at the Gazebo.  Be a voice for the voiceless and a 

witness for the sanctity of human life!  For more information, please 

call 882-1333 or visit www.peopleforlife.org. 

 

 MARCH FOR LIFE BUS TRIP - Attend the annual March for 

Life in Washington, DC on Friday, January 22nd.  Buses chartered by 

People for Life will leave Erie on Thursday evening, January 21st at 

11:00PM and will return about 1:00AM on January 23rd. Students and 

families on tight budgets are encouraged to inquire about sponsorships.  

Reservations should be made as soon as possible.  Send $40 per seat to 

People for Life, Inc., P. O. Box 1126, Erie PA 16512.  For more 

information, please call 882-1333 or visit www.peopleforlife.org.   

 
 ENGAGED? CONGRATULATIONS!  Planning 

your wedding in 2010?  Consider Engagement Encounter,  

scheduled for February 12-14 at St. Mark Catholic Center 

in Erie.  Call the Family Life Office at 824-1265 or by 

email at familylife@erieRCD.org.  EE satisfies diocesan 

requirements for  marriage preparation.  Catholic and Interfaith coupes 

are encouraged to attend.  Remember, “A wedding is one day, but 

marriage is for a lifetime”.    

 

 COFFEE & DONUTS WILL NOT BE HELD ON 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3RD, 2010; BUT WILL BE HELD 

ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH. 

 

 Start the New Year with Study!!  The Catholic 

community Bible Study‟s next selected study will 

explore what the Bible teaches us about the Mass.  It 

looks at the ultimate meaning of the eucharistic 

sacrifice and how what happens at Mass relates to 

God‟s covenant dealing with Israel.  Explore with us how 

through the Liturgy of Eucharist we offer ourselves back to God.  

Beginning January 7th, 2010 through February 25th at St. 

Joseph/BOL Parish with day and evening sessions being offered.  

Childcare is available.  Contact Dawn Schaaf at 835-8110.  Early 

registration is strongly encouraged! 

 

Please remember in your prayers our departed: 

ÀBarbara DuShole;  ÀCarmela Ferrante; and ÀJoseph 

Simpson, brother of Kevin Simpson. 

 

 

  

  

 

  


