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 This weekend is the annual 

Collection for Retired Religious, and 

this may very well be the most 

significant collection that we have 

throughout the entire year.  I just look 

back on my 20-year Catholic education … and, the names and 

faces of all of the women religious that have taught me have 

been coming into my thoughts:  Sr. Helen Therese, S.S.J.  (now, 

Sr. Rose Fedorka) at Maryvale Kindergarten … Sister Josephine 

DiPetro, S.S.J. and Sr. Mary Helen Forney, S.S.J. at Our Lady of 

Peace School … Sr. Angelica Rutimiller, S.S.J. and Sr. Loretta 

McHale, R.S.M. at Cathedral Prep … plus, the ones at Gannon 

and St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe.  I just think about what 

these religious have done with their lives to have made such an 

impact on me and countless other students over all these years.  

Now, they need our help.  We all know how health care costs 

have sky-rocketed. And, our monies will truly help these 

religious women and men to be properly cared for in their elder 

years.  May we all truly dig deep in our pockets for this one, 

friends.  They gave their lives to us.  The very least we can do is 

to help them. 

 By now, each registered family should’ve received a cross 

that was blessed by the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI.  Just 

before the papal audience on November 18th, Msgr. Malene and I 

were able to purchase these, so that we could bring them to be 

blessed by the Pope, and given to our parishioners.  If you have 

yet to receive it and you are registered in the parish (getting 

envelopes, emails, etc.), let us know that you didn’t get one.  I 

did get a few extras! 

 After 6 glorious days in Italy, we finally made our way to 

the Eternal City of Rome.  If you have not had the chance yet to 

go there, do it!  Sell your house!  Sell your car!  Sell your 

children, if you have to!!!  Rome is an experience of a lifetime.  

We began our tour of Rome with a visit to the catacombs, the 

ancient burial grounds of the early Christians.  Thousands of 

early believers were buried in these miles of underground tombs 

and walkways, where the bones of the people have been taken 

away from the tombs that people visit.  However, so many of the 

carvings are still easily seen.  On the 18th of November, we made 

our way to the Vatican for the weekly papal audience.  What a 

powerful experience for us!!  The audience is held in the Pope 

Paul VI Center to the left of St. Peter’s Basilica.  It holds several 

thousand people, and we were able to be seated about 50-75 

yards away from Pope Benedict, with the Bishops and Cardinals 

in Rome sitting behind him.  He gives a little homily in English, 

French, Polish, Spanish, & German … and, then a bishop or 

priest representing each language informs the Pope which 

parishes are represented.  Many of the parish people, when 

mentioned, will then stand and sing a verse of a song to the Holy 

Father, who seems to really enjoy this … most especially, when 

the German parishes start singing!  Then, he gives a blessing on 

all of us, and the things that we have brought with us to be 

blessed.  It is really a wonderful experience!  After this, and a 

very expensive lunch(!), we had a great tour of the Vatican 

Museums, with the spectacular Sistine Chapel.  I was stunned to 

learn that Michelangelo did not like to paint!  He was really a 

sculptor, but the Pope at the time … and, I can’t remember 

which one … hired him to paint the ceiling.  So, he did the 

Sistine, truthfully, without his heart into it.  He did it “as a job”!  

The Vatican Museums were breathtaking, as was the tour of St. 

Peter’s. You cannot imagine its size, until you see if for yourself.  

In the center aisle, on the floor, in marble, are the names of other 

Churches throughout the world … where you can get an idea 

how big that Church is, compared to St. Peter’s; such as St. 

Patrick’s in New York or Immaculate Conception Basilica in 

Washington, D.C., which, we learned, would both fit inside St. 

Peter’s!  In St. Peter’s, we were able to venerate the body of 

Pope John XXIII, which is on display, and pay our respects to 

the tombs of Pope Paul VI; and next to him is Pope John Paul II; 

and across from them is Pope John Paul I; and, many of the 

others are throughout the papal crypt.  I have to tell you that I 

was moved to tears, as I knelt before John Paul II’s.  Twenty-six 

years went through my mind with that wonderful man 

shepherding our faith.  And, I wondered what would’ve 

happened had John Paul I not died after only 33 days.  He, too, 

was such a beautiful man.  The highlight of our visit to Rome 

had to have been the “Scavi Tour” … the tour of the excavation 

below St. Peter’s, where we were able to see the excavation of 

tombs below, and the recently-discovered tomb of Peter, the 

Apostle (found in the early 1950’s).  This tour is breathtaking, 

and to learn of how the bones of Peter were only discovered in 

the 1960’s … almost by mistake.  The actual bones were 

discovered without realizing they were Peter’s!  Those bones 

were stored in an office in the Vatican, without knowing they 

were Peter’s!!!  An Italian scientist, Dr. Maria Sarduzzi (?), 

realized the mistake, and made the final discovery of the bones 

of Peter, which are now returned to his tomb … and, we were 

able to make out the jawbone.  These bones are now in 15 air-

tight plastic boxes donated by NASA.  On May 13, 1981, Pope 

John Paul II was shot.  Thinking he was going to die, he asked to 

have one of the boxes brought to him, so that he could venerate 

the bones of Peter before he died.  Since he didn’t, John Paul 

kept that box in his private chapel for the next 24 years.  

Unbelievable!!  If you were to drop a string from the center of 

the dome of St. Peter’s, it would drop dead-center through the 

papal altar, and travel dead-center to the tomb of Peter! 

 Whew.  I’ll tell you more later!  Have a 3rd Week of Advent.   

 Fr. D. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT: 

 Dec. 6, 2009 Dec. 7, 2008 

Repairs & Improvements $542.00 $547.00 

Religious Retirement $67.00 $40.00 

Sacrificial Giving $8,105.44 $8,323.25 

Amount Needed $7,250.00  

Over/(Short) $855.44  

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 680 families of the 

parish, 362 envelopes (54%) were used, with an average 

Sacrificial Giving donation of $22.39. Your parish depends on 

you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice. 

 

Please remember in your prayers 

†Cpl. Robert Gray USMC, nephew of Becky and Larry Fluegel; 

and †Albert Trott, father of Michael Trott 

 

 

 



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 13, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 14th - St. John of the Cross 

 8:30 - Lucille Mudge - Janet and John Plavcan 

Tuesday, December 15th 

 8:30 - Rita and Bob Eichenlaub - Family 

Wednesday, December 16th 

 8:30 - Winifred Zimmer - Anna Marie Emling 

Thursday, December 17th 

 8:30  - Beverly Schneider - Adrian and Betty Narducci 

Friday, December 18th  

 8:30 - Dr. James Kaminsky - Wife 

Saturday, December 19th 

 4:30 - Dec’d Members of the Colonna and Vlahos Families - Joni 

Sunday, December 20th - The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 9:30 - Carmen and Catherine Pirrello - Family 

 11:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church 

 

Priest Schedule for December 19th and 20th 

Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch 

Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch 

 

 The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of †Marie 

Sivillo by the Family. 

  

 The Bread and Wine is given in memory of †John and 

†Antoinette (Corsi) Colao by Janet DiPaolo and the Family. 

 

Scripture Readings for Next Week 

Micah 5: 1-4a   Hebrews 10: 5-10   Luke 1: 39-45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi. 

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room. 

Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7:30PM in the audi. 

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church. 

Thursday - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00-9:00PM in the audi. 

Friday - Church Cleaning Team #9 (Julianne and Jeff Rossi’s 

team) is scheduled for Friday, December 18th. 

Sunday - Parish Penance Service at 7:00PM in church.  

 

 YOUTH GROUP NEWS  - Attention all 

youth...All youth groups will be canceled for the 

holiday season.  We will start back up the week of 

January 5th-7th.  Please take these next few weeks to 

spend time with your families and know that all of you 

are in my prayers.  Please feel free to text me if there are any prayer 

requests or e-mail me @ catholicconnection@gmail.com if you have a 

question regarding our upcoming events. 

 I would also like to take a moment to thank all the parents, youth 

ministers, teachers, priests, and religious education directors for their 

help and support towards our Hope and Power tour last week.  We had 

over 150 9th-12th graders come out to pray on a Friday night.  Pretty 

cool!  I could not have done it without their help.  Everyone chipped in 

with helping pass out tee-shirts to pouring pop and even helping clean 

up at the end!  We are truly blessed to have so many caring parents and 

people in our program and I am forever grateful for your help!  You are 

a true witness to our youth.  Peace.  Jesse 

 
 Looking for a Different Christmas Gift??  Why not 

purchase some grocery coupons from the church?  We 

have grocery coupons available from Tops and Giant 

Eagle.  These  coupons come in various denominations 

from $10 to $100 and the church receives a certain 

percent of all we sell.  The grocery coupons can also be used to 

purchase prescription medicine, and at Giant Eagle and Tops, you can 

purchase gasoline with the coupons. 

 

 RELIGIOUS FACE RISING COSTS  
 Data submitted to the National Religious 

Retirement Office reveals that the average annual 

cost of care for women and men religious age 70 

and over has more than doubled since 1989.  

Current statistics put that figure at $35,077 per 

person annually, with skilled care reaching nearly $55,000.  

Your donation to the Retirement Fund for Religious provides 

critical support to religious institutions in meeting the escalating 

costs of elder care.  Please pray for all religious and give 

generously to today’s second collection. If you were not able to 

contribute today, but would like to, you can still do it this week.  

Just drop your gift in the collection basket next weekend or 

through the rectory mail slot.   

  

 A Reminder from the Christmas Angels:  

Have your Christmas gifts been returned yet?  IF 

NOT, they need to be returned by Monday, 

December 14th.  Thank you from the Christmas Angels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASSES 

Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24th 

4:30PM and 12AM Midnight Mass 

 A special music program with our Parish choir will 

begin at 11:30PM.  In order to assure minimal interruptions 

during the performance, we would ask that if you plan to 

attend this pre-liturgy Christmas presentation, you try to be 

seated before 11:30PM. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY - Friday, December 25th 

9:30AM and 11:30AM 

 

New Year’s Eve - Thursday, December 31st - 4:30PM 

 

NEW YEAR’S DAY - Friday, January 1st - 10:00AM 


