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ERIE, PA

How was your first week of
Advent? I do so hope that families took
the time to reflect on what the real
meaning of Advent is ... a preparation
for the time that Christ will come in His
glory, to take us home to Him. Again, I suggest that we don’t let
all the “Christmas stuff” to take over a proper observance of this
wonderful and holy season. Allow me to share with you some
words from Pope Benedict from last week’s celebration of the
beginning of the Advent season: “The contemporary world
needs hope above all; this is true for developing peoples but
especially for developed peoples. Increasingly, we realize that
we are in the same boat and that we can save ourselves together.
With the collapse of so many false certainties, we are becoming
especially aware of how we need reliable hope and that this is
found only in Christ, who according to the Letter to the Hebrews
Jesus “is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (13:8). The
Lord Jesus came in the past, comes in the present, and shall
come in the future. He embraces all of time’s dimensions.
Because he died and rose, he is the ‘Living’, and whilst he
shared our human precariousness, he is always there, offering us
God'’s stability. He is “flesh” like us, and “rock” like God.
Anyone who yearns for freedom, justice, and peace can stand
erect and raise his head because in Christ redemption is at hand
(cfLk 21:28).”

I was stunned to hear about the vicious murders of those 4
police officers out in Lakewood, Washington. These officers
were just having coffee when an ex-convict just came right in
and opened fire on them. That is just horrifying to even think
about ... cold-blooded murder of 4 officers, who couldn’t even
defend themselves. Please pray for their families, who must be
in such shock. And, please offer a special prayer to our own
local officers... a prayer to St. Michael the Archangel. Even
though this is Erie, Pennsylvania, our women and men in
uniform are risking their lives each and every day they go to
work. It is been almost 19 years since the Erie PD lost an officer
in the line of duty, although we have had several shot in that time.

Hopefully, everyone is enjoying the ministries conference
we are having in the auditorium this weekend. If there is
something that you would like to get involved in, just say so.
Now, if there is a ministry that you would like to be part of, that
we have not yet established, let us know! We are always looking
for new people and new ministries.

Now .... when we last left Italy, we were headed for Assisi.
I spoke about it last weekend, but I could never describe the
sense of peace that truly fills that town. It is amazing. Again, it
is here that Giovanni Franceso Bernardone ... St. Francis ...
created a wonderful ministry of peace and prayer, along with St.
Clare. The town has hardly changed at all since the Middle
Ages. We first visited St. Clare’s Church, which was dedicated
to the Founder of the Order of Poor Clare’s. This church
contains the Byzantine Crucifix that is said to have spoken to
Francis, and caused his conversion to the Christian faith, and a
renunciation of his wealth. From there, we visited the Church
of San Damiano, where Clare and her sisters made their home.
It is believed that, once, when Assisi was being attacked ... and I
cannot remember the attackers ... St. Clare stood at the entrance
of a Z"d—story door of the convent, and held out a monstrance,
containing the Eucharist. From that monstrance, a blinding light
came forth at the attackers, who immediately retreated. Neither
the convent or Assisi was ever attacked since. I spoke in my

homily about the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels, which
housed the famous Porziucola, the actual chapel that Francis
began rebuilding in response to a command of Christ from the
Cross of San Damiano. Again, that was just so powerful to see
and experience. The highlight of our time in Assisi ... next to a
meal in a trattoria, where the food was cooked from a wood-
burning fireplace! ... was our visit to the Basilica of St. Francis.
It was magnificent. This church is the first “Double Basilica”,
consisting of two super-imposed churches resting on a series of
immense arches. We had Mass in this beautiful, little chapel in
the Friary, where one of the friars ... from Conneticut! ... joined
us. After we begged him, he gave us a private tour of the tomb
of St. Francis. I could never describe the atmosphere among us
as we all knelt and prayed before the tomb. It was such a feeling
of peace. And the beauty of that chapel was astounding! On our
way to Rome, the next day, we made a stop in Orvieto, a
medieval town that is set atop a high, volcanic plateau. Orvieto,
known for its white wine, is a stunning, little town, with this
beautiful Duomo, or Cathedral ... a striped church, where one
row of block is white, the next row is black. This Duomo has
another “Pieta”, where Mary is holding the lifeless body of
Jesus. But, this sculpture has 2 other figures with Mary: John &
Mary Magdalene. It may be the only sculpture in existence that
has “4” figures carved out of a single block of marble! The
Feast of Corpus Christi, where the Eucharist is carried through
the streets, originated in this town. I also stopped to pray in a
little church that was built in the year 1000 A.D. It is still a
functioning parish, too!

Next week, I will tell you all about Rome. By next August,
I should have told you everything! Thanks for being patient!
Have a great Advent.

Fr. D.
WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT:
Nov. 29, 2009 | Nov. 30, 2008

Repairs & Improvements $78.00 $314.00
Food Pantry $911.00 $1,006.05
Sacrificial Giving $5,638.53 $5,916.39
Amount Needed $7,250.00

Over/(Short) ($1,611.47)

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 659 families of the
parish, 283 envelopes (43%) were used, with an average
Sacrificial Giving donation of $19.92. Your parish depends on
you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice.

RETIREMENT FUND HELPS SENIOR RELIGIOUS
“As expenses continue to increase and
economic difficulties tighten our income, we
appreciate more and more the help of The
N Retirement Fund,” notes a woman religious. Your
tax-deductible donation supports the care of elderly
and frail religious and helps to provide such basic necessities as
prescription drugs and medical services. Please give generously
to next weekoés second coll
Religious.For more information go to www.retiredreligious.org

iBREPARE

@&
C‘«

ect



THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 6, 2009

dl/(au Ontentions
[o’z the Week

Monday, December 7th - St. Ambrose
8:30 - Florence Vetrone - Anna and Harry West
Tuesday, December 8th - Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary - A Holy Day of Obligation
7:00 - Edward Barnack - Elaine Schwab
9:30 - Dave Althof - Family
7:00 - Ann Cofini - Sarah Cavicchio
Wednesday, December 9th - St. Juan Diego
8:30 - Loretta Alberstadt - Family
Thursday, December 10th
8:30 - Louis and Sophie Sawicki - Ron and Regene Allen
Friday, December 11th - Pope Damasus |
8:30 - Communion Service
Saturday, December 12th - Our Lady of Guadalupe
4:30 - Bob and Ann Ohmer - Family
Sunday, December 13th - The Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church
11:30 - Mark Chulick - Maureen Mullen

Priest Schedule for December 12th and 13th
Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch
Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch

_ The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of ANi ank
AStell a bndOMar ir & oD dy@hn Karhily.i o

The Bread and Wine is given in memory of ACa s i
Klemen by Mary and the Family.

Scripture Readings for Next Week
Zephaniah 3: 14-18a Philippians 4: 4-7 Luke 3: 10-18

Welcome to the new members of our
ﬁ ﬁ@ parish family - Jodie Abbott and children,
DI D) Joshua, Nathaniel and Peyton; Ruth and Dan
gl VIR Arndt and daughter, Brianna; Louise and
Justin Blose and children, Alexander, Raphael,
Damian and Xavier; Patricia and Michael Case; Erica Erwin; Meagan
and Damon Finazzo and children, Maria and Leo; Helen Finotti-Jenco;
Christina and Michael Gunther and daughter, Madison; Susan and Mark
Lamm and children, Marc and Lauren; Ruth and James Markley; Sara
Musone; Michele and David Myers and children, Britney, Kyle and
Justin; Ryan and David O’Hara and children, Halie and Benjamin; Eric
Ortiz and children, Andrea, Angelica, Alexandra and Eric John II;
Gretchen and Charles Perkowski and children, Alyssa and Jordan;
Maria and Matthew Smith and daughter, Elise; Barbara G. Snyder;
Courtney Stefanik; Cindy Strange; Theresa L. Van Luven; Bernadette
Walters and children, Emma and Dominick; and Cynthia Weber and
children, Riley and Clayton.

The Mercyhurst Prep Lady Lakers Basketball Tip-
off Party will be held on Saturday, December 5th from
6:00-11:00PM at the Holy Trinity Social Hall on 23rd and
Reed. There will be food, snacks, beverages and music
along with games of chance and theme baskets. Cash
drawings will be held every hour with a $250 Grand Prize
Drawing at 11:00PM. Must be 21. Have some fun and support your
Lady Lakers!! Tickets can be purchased at the door.

In Our Parish

Saturday - Cider & Donuts will be served in the audi
following the 4:30 Mass as part of our Ministry Weekend! All
are welcome!

Sunday - Coffee & Donuts will be served in the audi following
the morning Masses as part of our Ministry Weekend! Our host
for this month will be the members of Pastoral Council.
Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi.

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room.
Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church.
Thursday - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00-9:00PM in the audi.
Friday - Church Cleaning Team #8 (Charlene Michael’s team)
is scheduled for Friday, December 11th.

BIG GIVEAWAY NEWS AND WINNERS

Congratulations to these most recent winners of the Big
Giveaway: 2627 - Norm Zambrzycki, 4102 - Flo Fabrizio, 5636
- John Niebauer, 8342 - Chuck and Lisa Straub, 4367 - Paul and
Marlene Straub, 9245 - Lois and Mary Gressley, 6397 - Joe
Hassler, 3975 - Jim and Beth Granetto, 9414 Barb and Rich
Mancuso, and 8256 - David H. Heidecker.

Special congratulations to Alex Lego, who was the $1,000
winner for the last Wednesday of November.

There will be no turn-in until further notice.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS - Attention all
youth! Please join us Saturday, December 12th
for our monthly SNAC (Saturday Night Alive in
Christ). This is a wonderful program that our
sister parish (St. Joseph Bread of Life, 24th and
Sass.) provides for our young people! Please arrive by 7:45PM
and all the festivities are done by 10:15PM! This event is free to
all who attend! Food, fellowship, faith sharing, adoration, and
prayer, does it get any better? Please feel free to e-mail any
questions to catholicconnection@gmail.com. Peace. Jesse

Looking for a Different Christmas Gift??Why
not purchase some grocery coupons from the
church? We have grocery coupons available from
Tops and Giant Eagle. These coupons come in
various denominations from $10 to $100 and the
church receives a certain percent of all we sell. The
grocery coupons can also be used to purchase prescription
medicine, and at Giant Eagle and Tops, you can purchase
gasoline with the coupons.
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I T6S THAT TI ME AGAI I
The Boy Scouts of Troop 15 will be selling soups on
Saturday, December 5th, after the 4:30 Mass; and
again on Sunday, December 6th after the 9:30 and 11:30
Masses, as part of our Ministries Fair and Coffee and
Donuts in the audi.
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