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 Welcome to the new Liturgical 

Year, and the great Season of Advent!  

Each year, I try to remind us all of what 

this season is really all about.  The next 

four weeks are a wonderful time of 

preparation.  But, far too often, so many of us believe that it is a 

“preparation for the coming of the Baby Jesus . . . or a 

preparation for Christmas.”  Allow me a resounding “NO!!”  

Advent is this wonderfully special time of the year that we 

prepare for the coming of the Christ in glory!  We don’t prepare 

for the coming of Baby Jesus, because He already came 2,000 

years ago!  Nor, do we spend four weeks preparing for a 

birthday, which is what Christmas is.  This is NOT the Christmas 

season by any means!!  This is Advent!  This is that wonderful 

time of the year when we reflect on our lives, and contemplate 

the question of Jesus to each of us, “Are you ready to come 

home to my Father?”  And, in this season, we remember that the 

“key figure” of Advent is really John the Baptist . . . the “herald” 

of the Christ . . . the messenger to announce His coming.  John 

was to prepare the people of God for when the Christ would 

come into their lives.  And, he challenged them to “Reform your 

lives!  Prepare the Way of the Lord!  So, let us all spend the next 

four weeks reflecting on that challenge:  Am I prepared for Jesus 

to come into my life and take me home?  How am I prepared?  If 

I were to die today, would I be ready to face God?  If not, what 

am I going to do about it?  This is what Advent is all about . . . 

preparing for the time when the Christ will come into our lives 

and take us home.  May all these weeks NOT be a ridiculous 

rush to prepare for a birthday.  May it be a time of prayer and 

reflection, reconciliation and peace. 

 The Knights of Columbus will be hosting their annual 

“Light Up for Christ” this weekend, Sunday evening, November 

29th, at 7:00 p.m.  It has become a wonderful tradition the past 

several years, where we gather outside first, and join in prayer, 

welcoming in the Advent Season as we light up the trees on the 

lawn. There is a nice gathering downstairs immediately 

following, with some great things to eat for everyone!  Please 

join us.  It should be another great time! 

 As I said in my homily last weekend, my head is still 

“swimming” from our 9-day pilgrimage to Italy.  I will probably 

speak about them off and on, because there is just so much to 

share.  Some of the things that we saw and experienced were just 

breathtaking.  As we drove along the Amalfi coast, on the 

western side of the country, we witnessed some of the most 

beautiful coastlines in the world.  We stopped at Amalfi, a 

beautiful coastal town, and visited the Cathedral.  The bones, and 

part of the skull of St. Andrew, have been entombed there since 

the early 1200’s … and we were able to venerate the skull.  It 

was very powerful to be in the presence of Andrew’s remains.  

We spent a day in Naples, which was very exciting for me.  My 

grandparents came from Naples … my grandfather from 

Vesuviano, a village at the base of Mt. Vesuvius.  They came to 

this country over 100 years ago … but, it meant so much to walk 

the streets that they did before they made their life in America.  

On our way to San Giovanni Rotundo, the home of St. Padre Pio 

Pietrelcina, we stopped at the Grotto of St. Michael the 

Archangel; where six different Popes, St. Francis, and at least 

four other saints have knelt in prayer at this grotto, seeking the 

protection of St. Michael.  The Archangel appeared here several 

times in the 400’s, if I am not mistaken.  I said a special prayer 

here for our local police officers and firefighters, who are under 

the protection of St. Michael.  Once we got to St. Giovanni 

Rotundo, we had a tour of the new Cathedral built for Padre Pio 

… a beautiful contemporary place, recently visited by Pope 

Benedict, that seats 6500 people!  We prayed at the tomb of 

Padre Pio, and learned so much of his life.  It is unbelievable to 

think that Padre Pio suffered with the stigmata for 50 years, 

bleeding from the holes in his hands and in his feet.  We 

celebrated Sunday Mass in Lanciano, at the Sanctuary of the 

Eucharistic Miracle.  This was astounding!   In the 8th century, in 

the little Church of St. Legontian, a Basilian monk having mass 

was doubting the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  As he 

was consecrating the bread and wine, the bread turned into live 

flesh, and the wine turned into live blood, which coagulated into 

five globules!  These are still preserved in a monstrance in the 

sanctuary, and can be venerated.  In the 70’s and 80’s, scientific 

tests were done again, and it is proven that the flesh is heart 

muscle, complete in its essential structure … and the blood is 

“Type AB”!  Unbelievable.  You can read all about it if you go 

on the Internet to:  www.miracoloeucaristico.com. From there, 

we traveled to Loreto, to the Cathedral that contains “The Holy 

House”. There is an ancient tradition which recounts this “house’ 

to be the same walled chamber of the Blessed Mother that had 

existed in Nazareth, in which Mary was born and lived.  It is 

believed that, within those walls, Mary received the 

Annunciation!  The walls were transported to Loreto centuries 

later.  I will tell you all about Assisi and Rome later.  Now, you 

can see why my head is still spinning! 

 Have a great Advent! 

 Fr. D. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION REPORT: 

 Nov. 22, 2009 Nov. 23, 2008 

Human Development $1,437.15 $120.00 

Food Pantry $639.00 $245.00 

Sacrificial Giving $6,260.30 $6,463.80 

Amount Needed $7,250.00  

Over/(Short) ($989.70)  

(*includes loose money). Last week, out of 659 families of the 

parish, 307 envelopes (47%) were used, with an average 

Sacrificial Giving donation of $20.39. Your parish depends on 

you for your weekly donation. Thanks for your sacrifice. 

 MINISTRY FAIR -  Mark your calendars!  

We invite you to our parish Ministry Fair to be 

held in the Auditorium following the Saturday 

evening 4:30 Mass and the 9:30 and 11:30 

Masses on Sunday morning the weekend of December 5th and 

6th.  This will be held in conjunction with our Coffee and Donuts 

(Cider and Donuts after the 4:30 Saturday evening Mass!). This is 

an occasion for people in the parish to become acquainted with 

the various organizations and liturgical ministries that Sacred 

Heart has to offer and also offers a chance to gather information 

and to ask questions.  It’s a wonderful opportunity to help 

parishioners be able to discern where their talents might fit in. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 29, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, November 30th - St. Andrew 

 8:30 - James Rupp, Sr. - Marsha and Jay Grafius 

Tuesday, December 1st 

 8:30 - Dec’d of the Barney and Smith Families - Family 

Wednesday, December 2nd 

 8:30 - Jean Pakulski - Daughter 

Thursday, December 3rd - St. Francis Xavier 

 8:30  - Leonard and Frances Przybyszewski - Family 

Friday, December 4th - St. John of Damascus - First Friday 

 8:30 - Agatha Hofmann - Tom and Bonnie Snyder 

Saturday, December 5th - First Saturday 

 4:30 - For the Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church 

Sunday, December 6th - The Second Sunday of Advent 

 9:30 - Edvige Giamarrio - Family 

 11:30 - Theresa Siatkowski - Paul and Mary Siatkowski 

 

Priest Schedule for December 5th and 6th 

Saturday, 4:30PM - Fr. Detisch 

Sunday, 9:30AM and 11:30AM - Fr. Detisch 

 

 The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of †Rudy 

Cavicchio by his wife Rose and the Family. 

 

 The Bread and Wine is given in memory of †Elizabeth 

Feikls by the Family. 

 

Scripture Readings for Next Week 

Baruch 5: 1-9   Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11   Luke 3:1-6 

 
TO ALL THE WOMEN OF THE PARISH    

 Wednesday, December 9th is our annual 

Christmas Party at the Maennerchor Club at 1607 

State Street.  Gather at 5:30 for punch and cheese and 

crackers, and a sit down dinner will be served at  6:30. 

 Prices remain the same as last year, $15.00 per 

person.  You may choose from: Swiss Steak, Stuffed 

Pork Chop, or Stuffed Chicken Breast.  Dinners include: Garden Salad, 

Green Beans with Almonds, Mashed Red Skin Potatoes, Rolls and 

Butter and hot beverages. 

 Tickets will be sold after all Masses in the sacristy this weekend  

November 28th and 29th only.  Please have a check made out to 

“Sacred Heart Altar Society” or kindly have the correct change.  At that 

time you will be asked to tell us your menu choice. 

 Everyone is asked to bring a dozen or so cookies for the dessert 

table.  I know you have a stash of cookies hidden in the pantry...it’s time 

to get them out and bring them to the party so we all can enjoy them. 

 We will be raffling off a Lottery Tree and several Gift Certificates 

to local restaurants. 

 The Christmas Party is open to all women of the parish (18 years or 

older) and members are welcome to bring a female guest.  

 Also, the warm hearted people at Mazza Winery have graciously 

donated a number of their choice, top of the line bottles of wine, for our raffle. 

 Hope to see you December 9th, all decked out in your holiday 

sweaters, ready for some holiday merrymaking. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday - ñLight Up for Christò will be held at 7:00PM in front 

of Sacred Heart Church.  Refreshments will be served in the audi 

following the outdoor service.  

Monday - Boy Scout Meeting at 6:00PM in the audi. 

Monday Night Scripture Group at 7:00PM in the Findlay Room. 

Tuesday - The Rosary will be prayed at 2:00PM in church. 

Thursday - A Baptismal Preparation Session for parents 

anticipating the birth or baptism of their child will be offered at 

7:00PM in the Findlay Room.  Parents are expected to attend this 

session before the child is baptized.  Sponsors are also invited to 

attend.  Please call the Rectory at 456-6256, ext. 100, and let us 

know if you will be present. 

Friday - Church Cleaning Team #7 (Millie Grutkowski and 

Francine Reynolds’ team) is scheduled for Friday, December 4th. 

Saturday - Cider and Donuts will be served in the audi following 

the 4:30 Mass as part of our Ministry Weekend! 

Sunday - Coffee and Donuts will be served in the audi 

following the morning Masses as part of our Ministry Weekend.  

Our host for this month will be the members of Pastoral Council. 

 
 YOUTH GROUP NEWS - Please join us this 

Sunday night from 7-8:30PM at the Sacred Heart 

auditorium for a wonderful evening.  Every year the 

Knights of Columbus host their annual Light-Up for 

Christ!  This is a free event for all families!  

Sometimes during the Holiday season we lose focus of its true meaning 

and Light-Up for Christ helps us identify what this time is all about!  

All Catholic connection youth and their families will be there to enjoy 

the festivities!  Food, drinks, music, fellowship, and prayer, does it get 

any better this time of year?  Please feel free to e-mail any questions to 

catholicconnection@gmail.com.  Peace.  Jesse 

 
 All Cursillistas in Erie County are invited to a dinner on Friday, 

December 4th at Our Lady of Peace Church. We are celebrating the 

legacy of the Erie Cursillo Movement and the creation of a new 

endowment fund.  Dinner will begin at 5:30PM  in the cafeteria. All 

attending are asked to bring a dish to share. The December Ulteya will 

also be held at OLP church beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Please come to the 

celebration and enjoy the fun and fellowship.  

 

 REMINDER - The Golden Hearts will be 

having their Christmas Party on Thursday, 

December 3rd at 12:30 at the Maennerchor Club 

at 1607 State Street.  If you have questions, please 

call Dick Hart at 866-0049.  

 

 IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!  SOUPS ON!!  The 

Boy Scouts of Troop 15 will be selling soups on 

Saturday, December 5th, after the 4:30 Mass; and again 

on Sunday, December 6th after the 9:30 and 11:30 Masses, 

as part of our Ministries Fair and Coffee and Donuts. 
 

 

  

  

 

  


